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Welcome to the second edition of our village newsletter. Thank you for the
feedback you have given us, we always welcome your comments and criticisms
and are very open to new suggestions. It would be a great help if you would
advise us of any forthcoming dates for any organisations that take place in the
villages, in this way we can keep the diary up to date.
Many events have taken place since the last newsletter was delivered, thank you
to those who have contributed features and letters, it makes the editor’s task
much easier! We encourage you to let us have information about your planned
events and to write about how it went and share photos for this newsletter. If you
feel strongly about an issue in the parish, then write to us, we will happily publish
your letters.
In the future we will be publishing the full activities and contacts listing only twice
a year so you will not see it again until at least the beginning of 2010. In the next
edition we will be listing an abbreviated version of what appears on page 11.
We also plan on putting together a business directory for all those small
businesses in the village, giving them an opportunity to advertise their services
within the parish, this process will take time and we will only print it once a year.
There will be a small charge for a simple two line entry, listing will be free for our
existing advertisers. This will cover the costs of printing and distribution and
hopefully support the costs of this publication, If you would like to be included
please let us know.
We have not yet found anyone who wants to take on the role of editor and so for
the time being at least the Village Appraisal Committee will continue with this. If
you are interested in this work, (which would be paid) please contact us.

The Editor
Herongate and Ingrave Newsletter
5 Heron Chase
Herongate
CM13 3PP
Editors Email: editors-H&Inews@herongateandingravepc.org.uk
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Parish of Herongate & Ingrave
From the Chairman

Vacancy for Parish Councillor

Once again information seems to be my Achilles
heel.
To prepare this brief has hit so many
roadblocks.
However, I can now put pen to
paper. Recent events, in the guise of a major
planning application have foreshadowed the week to
week aspects of the Parish Council. For those of you
who did not attend the meetings, the Parish was given
a clear and unequivocal mandate to object to the
proposals or indeed any other. The applications have
now been withdrawn pending re-submission. Should
anyone wish for details please feel free to contact
myself or any other Parish Councillor.

If you feel you are in a position to give your time to the
community and enjoy a challenge!
Herongate & Ingrave Parish Council would like to hear
from you. We currently have vacancies for two
councillors, and anybody wishing to apply should
contact the Clerk - Tracey Oliver 01277-810739

With regard to other matters, we intend to enter into a
partnership with the County Council to maintain and
upgrade rural paths to ensure enjoyable usage. To
facilitate this we need volunteer labour, you can be
trained and enjoy exercise and tea and cakes (if you
bring them!), so please give this some
consideration. There will be more details made
available later. The Council is interested in sponsoring
and helping volunteer groups from the community, so
if you are considering or currently support a group
please contact us.
We recently discussed the
situation in the villages concerning Scouts/Guides
which many remember but have not seen in recent
years, please let us know if you exist.

Notice from Parish Council
Local village groups and societies are invited to apply
for a match funded grant for community projects
within the two villages. Application address available
from the Parish Clark: 01277 810739

Your parish councillors are as follows.
Mr Alan Marsh

812115

Chairman

Mr David Harman

812177

Vice Chairman

Mr Marian Bianek

811349

Financial Control

Mr Alan Bayless

810196

Press liaison & HR

Mrs Sheila Murphy

811543

Commerce and Museum

Mrs Kelly Pegram

811682

Youth and Tourism

Mr Stewart Theobald

811682

Footpaths & Countryside

The recent interest in the planning application has
brought many people to the meetings arranged, and I
hope the Parish Council has responded and will
continue to respond in a manner your find
appropriate.

Vacant (You?)

I would like to end with a request that is prompted by
such overwhelming interest. Please consider involving
the Parish Council in what you are doing, our aim is to
encourage a sense of community and promote the
villages in every aspect of life. It may be that you do
not consider our input necessary or appropriate but
please reconsider. We exist to represent you on any
and every issue and all of us are approachable, willing
and able to help. A stronger community benefits us all.

County Councillor

Alan Marsh

Planning

District councillors
Mr Gordon Maclellan

810945

Mrs Linda Golding

810531

Mr John Roberts 225039

Correspondence for the Parish Council:
Please telephone
Tracey Oliver on 810739 or 07942 345042
Details of Parish Council Meetings are listed in the
Village Diary section of this newsletter.
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Major Development Proposals for Ingrave
During July two major planning proposals were
submitted to Brentwood Borough Council for building
developments on land between Hillcrest Nurseries
and Ingrave Johnstone School. The first project is for
44, full service, one and two bedroom, retirement
flats. The second is for 5 five bedroom executive
dwellings. In both cases provision is promised for car
parking for the school and a site for a community hall.
Once the Parish Council received the consultation
documents from Borough they moved to sound the
opinion of local residents on the proposals. Initially a
meeting was held to allow residents to view the plans
and documentation and to discuss them with Parish
Councillors.
Three days later an Extra-ordinary meeting of the
Parish Council was convened. This being designed to
collect the views of villagers and to decide on a
process for writing the most effective detailed
response to Borough from the Council. The interest in
the development proposals was so great that almost
120 people were in attendance. Informal voting at the
end of the meeting failed to find anyone prepared to
vote in support of either proposal.
Following the public meeting, the Parish Council
decided to research the projects further with the
Borough Planning Department and to investigate the
cost and availability of professional support in
responding to the developments. In view of the
somewhat unsatisfactory tree survey submitted by the
Developer, the Parish Council had arranged for an
immediate tree protection order on the whole site until
a thorough tree survey could be completed.
The following week, at the July Parish Council meeting,
councillors were able to report on a successful

meeting with Planning and the finding of a suitable
local professional to assist the Council.
At this stage the Council had established, with the
help of local residents, a long list of good reasons why
both of these two developments would be harmful to
our villages. The primary reason is that the site
involved is in metropolitan green belt and is protected
by law unless very special circumstances are put
forward. On a number of occasions in the past
development attempts on the land have failed
because of this fact.
Work will now continue to complete the detailed
response to the Borough Planning Department
efficiently and carefully. However, it has now come to
the attention of the Parish Council that the Developer
is considering the temporary withdrawal of both
proposals for modification. It has been decided that
the work will continue so that the basis of a future
response will exist, needing only modification to
reflect any changes that the Developer might decide
to make. David Harman

HERONGATE VILLAGE STORE And POST OFFICE
General Store

Opening Times

Post Office

Off Licence

General Store

Travel Money

Newsagents

Mon-Fri 6am to 7pm

Insurance

Stationery
Cash Machine
Photocopier
Dry Cleaning

Sat– 6am to 5.30pm
Sun– 7am to 1pm

Post Office
Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm

Personal Banking
Home Phone
Broadband

Sat– 9am to 12.30pm

Herongate Village Store and Post Office, 156 Brentwood Road, Herongate, Brentwood, CM13 3PD Tel-01277 810266
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Appraisal Consultation
The Village Appraisal committee attended the May
Fete and the Hog Roast to consult with the young
people of the parish. Thank you to both committees
who kindly let us have a table for the events. We
spoke with as many young people as we could to find
out what improvements they would like made to
facilities and activities for their age group. The highest
response was from the under 11s.
We were not so successful in finding the over 11s age
group to interview, perhaps it isn’t the right place to
find you all? The suggestions from those of you who
did attend the May Fete and Hog Roast were mostly
about having a place to meet. This time of year sitting
out on the field isn’t too bad, but in winter, it may be
better to have a warm place to get together! In the
meantime we are looking at the idea of finding a youth
worker in the village. Apparently trained youth workers
aren’t readily available and a suggestion is that we
find and train some from our own community, perhaps
someone in their 20s. We should be able to get
funding for this and the person would have a
recognised qualification and then be able to work here
to support any youth activities in a paid position with
the support of the parents who have already put their
names down as volunteers to help with future ‘youth
groups’. Please email the editors if you have any ideas
and suggestions about what you want or if you would
be interested in learning more about being one of our
trained youth workers.

INGRAVE JOHNSTONE
SCHOOL ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISER

2 Collections a year! (17 Sep 2009 / 28 Apr 2010)
Twice a year, we ask our school community (and you?) to
clear out their cupboards and wardrobes. We are after as
many quality second hand ladies’, men’s and children`s clothing, as well as bedding, curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and
handbags as we can get.
All items are for RE-USE!
For details about the company (not charity) and how the
fundraising works, please visit their website
www.bag2school.com.
This is an easy way for us to raise funds. We are currently paid 0.40£ per Kilo and average 900 Kilo of “stuff” =
last result £336!
For September we are hoping to take this idea of recycling/
fundraising a bit wider into the local community. On
Wednesday the 16/09/09 the school grounds are opened
to drop off re-useable items between 15:30 and 18:30
in Bag2School- or black bin bags. Please do not drop off
before or leave at school gate.

Why not help us, raise valuable funds for our local
school!

Herongate Village

CATTERY

104 Billericay Road, Botney Hill, Billericay, Essex, CM12 9SL
Telephone: 01277 623910

Herongate Village Cattery situated in the
countryside provides comfort and safety which
is essential for your cat’s happiness.
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Village Events
Our Highlights…. Isabelle certainly enjoyed the face
painting and Matthew the ice-cream, Sarah liked the
hog roast and for me it was the beer tent!
All too soon, the raffle was being called and we were
all singing happy birthday to Father Paul. The cake
stall was out of cakes, the beer tent was drunk dry,
the coconuts had “shy-d” away, the ducks had been
caught and we called it a day.
A big thank you to all those who organised the
afternoon and especially those manning the hog in the
wee small hours.
Roll up Hog Roast 2010.
Colin, Sarah, Isabelle &
Matthew Tillbrook

Hog Roast 2009
On a glorious Sunday afternoon, the church bells
beckoned us to the annual hog roast. Arriving at the
church we were greeted by Father Paul, at the top of
the church tower, waving to all. This had to be where
we started the tour.
Collecting our pegs, we ascended the spiral stairs to
the ringing chamber, no mean feat with two small
children! The first task was to show Isabelle Daddy’s
bell (which I ring on a Wednesday) before showing the
children how to ring. The enthusiasm of the other
young people in the tower was great to see, hopefully
when they are older they’d like to learn to ring
(Wednesday evenings 7.30-9pm, open to all over 11
years).
After a few minutes donging away we carried on up
the staircase to the top. What a fantastic view of the
villages and surrounding area. After a game of spot
our house, Rector, ice-cream van, the children
decided it was time to go back down.
Back on terra-firma we returned our pegs and went
in search of ice-creams. A large gathering of families
were all munching hog and ice-creams whilst watching
some great musical entertainment.
There were plenty of stalls for young and old alike.
Coconut-Shy, face painting and catch a duck were all
proving popular as were the cakes, tombola and beer
tent. I’m sure there were many more things to do but
after Matthew found the toy cars I was on ankle
protection duty.
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Herongate and Ingrave Cricket Club

Flower Show

Herongate Cricket Club has been part of our Village
life for almost 160 years. In the recent past it fell on to
difficult times and there was a genuine danger it
would have disappeared in its entirety. In 2008 a new
club was formed and renamed ‘Herongate and Ingrave
Cricket Club’, with the aim of upholding a new set of
goals and objectives: integrate it into village life,
create an amenity for the young people in the area
and continue to host the traditional men’s teams. I am
very pleased to report that both social and playing
membership has increased dramatically and we are
providing cricket for all youth age groups – from 6- 16
years. We have successfully hosted two village fetes,
two picnic concerts and Ingrave Vs Herongate
matches for Men and Women. We now also have a
village social side that have played a few times this
season.

would generate revenue so it would maintain itself
and offer very low cost hiring to other village groups.

Our clubhouse has been patched up and financially
the club is now secure – the first stage of our
regeneration is almost complete. However, our
pavilion is very dated and not suitable in its design to
support the club in its new form. Changing facilities
are poor, the showers are unsuitable for use by the
juniors, our facilities for women are limited and our
clubhouse offers no provision for the disabled. These
weaknesses are in need of correction in order to
support the 100+ junior and adult members we have
at present and therefore the Pavilion will have to be
rebuilt in the near future. We would like to build a
traditional cricket pavilion to enhance the appearance
of the cricket common. Ideally we would like to
relocate it to the side nearest the petrol station.
However, as cricket is a summer sport, our facility
would stand dormant in the winter months. It would
seem a wasted opportunity for us to use our efforts to
build a new pavilion for the sole purpose of cricket.
The villages are in need of a modern facility to host
other groups such as guides, brownies, W.I, children’s
parties or perhaps even to incorporate the little used
village museum. The location would be perfect and
with the cricket club producing an income the building

The sound of leather on willow will resound within our
villages for decades to come and a new pavilion will
be built. Whether we use the clubhouse for solely
cricket or as a village amenity is a decision that should
be considered by the people of Ingrave and
Herongate.
The recent turn in fortune of our cricket club has been
no small achievement and I would like to take this
opportunity to thank the committee members for their
tireless efforts and also to thank all the people that
have supported our various events.
I would appreciate any opinions you have on this
article and you can reach me via the club website,
www.ingraveandherongatecc.co.uk
Kind regards, Dean Barry Club Chairman

INGRAVE AND HERONGATE FLOWER SHOW
The Flower Show is now in its 130th year. We hold a
Spring Show and a larger Flower Show/Fete in the
Summer, together with a couple of other smaller
events. This year the Summer Show will be on
September 12th at Ingrave Johnstone School. There
will be a French Theme to the event - we even have
can can dancers!
We do need more entries for the show. Schedules
and entry forms are delivered to every home in
Ingrave and Herongate. Please support the show by
entering something. All proceeds from the show go
towards village amenities and planting the daffodils
etc around the villages.
We are always looking for new members and
especially helpers on the day. If interested please
contact our Secretary - Hannah Parish 01277
810419.
Best wishes Trevor Helm

6

News from Ingrave Johnstone Shool

P.C.S.O. Matthew Grimwood

By the time you read this it will be the summer
holidays. The term leading up to the long break is
always incredibly busy in school! All the children
recently completed end of year tests and assessments
– not the most exciting part of the term – but they are
out of the way, then it’s time to look forward to all the
exciting things ahead, Sports Day, our Sponsored Ten
Pin Bowling and our end of term Inflatables Evening –
to mention just a few.

Hello,
I am PCSO Matthew Grimwood 73906, I have been in
the police force since February 2009 and have been
previously working on Hutton Mount. Currently I am
patrolling on bike but am being put in for my smart car
test shortly. Essex police are very keen to get police
officers back on bikes and I for one really enjoy it, it
means I can get to many places quickly and down the
small alleyways and woods easily if needed.
I am hoping to be an important part of the community
whereby people can come to me with any police
related issue and be confident that I will do my utmost
to resolve the issues.
My belief is that the Neighbourhood Watch scheme is
a very good idea and I would like to keep that going
and expand on its numbers. I need the community's
help to do my job efficiently as without their eyes and
ears it would be much harder.
I am very keen to meet the local community and
integrate with you, continuing to make Herongate and
Ingrave a safe place to live.
Any new and existing Neighbourhood Watch members
please contact me so I can build a list of contacts
ready to pass on any vital information that can be of
use to help prevent crime and disorder.
Matthew Grimwood

Our Year 6 children have prepared for their move to
secondary school and our new Reception Class have
been to visit a few times now! It’s a very exciting time
for the children (and staff!)
We also have had lots of class visits this term – Year 6
have been to the Isle of Wight for five days and all of
our other classes have been on visits too, both locally,
for example for Thorndon Park and All Saints Church,
and further a field, to London!
The summer term is the highlight of the sporting year
too, with lots of competitions against other schools,
like cricket and rounders, not forgetting the traditional
District Sports!
Ann Robinson
Headteacher

My contact details are attached below:
Matthew Grimwood
Police Community Support Officer (73906)
Beat Manager West Horndon,Herongate and Ingrave
D323B
Brentwood Neighbourhood Policing Team (Western
Division)
Brentwood
Police
Station,4
London
Road,Brentwood,Essex,CM14 4QJ,(open 24 hours)
South NSO Mobile: 07896 871008
PCSO Number: 0300 3334444
Internal Ext: 75344
Fax: 01277 260047
Email: matthew.grimwood@essex.pnn.police.uk
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Public and Community Transport
Community Transport

X3 Coach Service, Grays to Stansted Airport

The parish council pay for community transport for
anyone that has trouble using normal buses, this goes
to Basildon, please get in touch with a parish
councillor to use this service. To join the scheme all
you have to do is get in touch with Brentwood Council
and ask for community transport.

This new coach service X3, will from 10 08 09 stop in
Herongate opposite the Green Man PH The Service
runs every 2 hours 24 hours a day. As this is a coach
service it is a limited stop service which is why it does
not stop at every bus stop. I went with another
member of the village and a parish councillor to try
this service in June. We found the service to be
comfortable in an air-conditioned coach with a very
friendly driver (Chris). You can use this service to go
further afield as the coach station at Stansted has
connections with a wide variety of coach and bus
services. For people with bus passes it’s free and of
course a big saving on taking your car to the airport
and paying parking fees.

265 Bus Service
There is a new service that goes to Lakeside it is the
265 service, there are only 2 buses a day during
school term but when schools are on holiday there are
four buses each way.

565 Bus Service

Vic Davis

The 565 comes from Bulphan and West Horndon four
times a day to Brentwood via Herongate. We also have
565 bus which goes from Herongate every hour. The
company that supplies this service is Regal Buses. We
have had problems some afternoons with buses not
running but this seems to have sorted itself out now.
In the morning we have two very good drivers, Joseph
and Tony and nothing is too much trouble for them, it
is a treat to see how they look after the people who
have trouble getting on and off the bus, they have
worked for Regal Buses for about two years. I think
the company should be proud of their services.
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News From St Andrews
I often hear people say, ‘Why can’t
things stay the same?’
The truth is ‘change’ is a line that runs
through the whole of creation and life.
Look at the seasons; look at scientific
advances; look in the mirror!
Radical change of course can at times be very
destructive and we may need professional support,
but how can we learn to cope with the everyday
change?
We are told that if we are to survive in the Australian
outback for a long period we must not fight the
environment we are in, but work within it responding
to the changes ... just as the native inhabitants do. Is
this a wise word for us all?
Most of us moderate our lifestyles according to our
health, age and ability, those who try to deny the
changes often find themselves struggling or coming to
grief with defeat.
God has given us life, may God give us wisdom on how
to live to His rhythm and find greater contentment.
The Psalmist some 2500 years ago described the
disasters of life, and then calls us in the midst of them
to ‘Be still [which means stop fighting, wrestling with
life] and know that I am God.’ [Psalm 46:10]
For me personally, life is about to change again. On
September 1st in a staff reshuffle, my colleague Rev
Judith Maizel-Long will be taking on the oversight of St
Andrew’s congregation whilst I take on the pastoral
care of our Stanford le Hope congregation.
Although I live and am based in Wickford, it has been
good to be a part of your village life these past seven
years.
Enjoy life, and may God bless you.

Rev. Frazer J. Hawkes

Allotment Society
St Andrews Church
Allotment Society has
several free plots. You
are invited to join this
small friendly group
and grow your own
produce. For more
information see page
13.

Minister of St Andrew’s Methodist Church
The Church @ The Cross Roads
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The Rector Writes
Sometimes people ask me if I wish there
were more people in church on Sunday,
but if I’m being really honest I’m always
surprised at how many there are these
days - after all there are far more
entertaining things to do on a Sunday
morning.
Curiously, churches around the world and to some
extent locally are seeing more people now on
Sundays. For me the reason for this lies in the
deeper, more poignant and pressing need we have
beyond entertainment - we are spiritual creatures that
reach out for the truth that Christians assert exists in
the person of Jesus.
Just recently I was speaking to a delightful couple who
were told they were never going to be able to conceive
a child. When they did in fact become pregnant they
were told things would not go well and were asked to
consider termination. Although not believers they
decided to pray every day for their unborn child and by
the grace of God a beautiful and perfect child arrived.
There are many such stories of everyday blessings in
peoples’ lives as well as people talking about the
presence of God with them during tragedy. Although
some people like to write these realities off as
coincidence and false hope, many more are choosing
another way, the way of faith that seeks to give thanks
in all circumstances.
A handful of these people have indicated to me that
they would like to form a group to discuss spiritual
things, a sort of ‘Godly Gossip’ forum where people
can come and talk about what God is doing in their
lives as well as listen to the stories of others.
Personally I think this is a great idea! As one who is in
the privileged position of hearing such stories on an
almost daily basis I’d like to commend such a
gathering to you.
So let me suggest. Sometime next term we’ll gather
for an hour or so in a home or in a hall with one
purpose - to listen to what God is doing in people’s
lives.
If you’re interested then email me
phamilton@talktalk.net or call 812190.
Regards
Web Site
Our church web site www.stnicholasingrave.com has
now had over 5000 visitors in under a year. During
July and August I’ll be giving it a face lift and trying to
make some improvements. Please let me know how
you think it can be improved. Paul
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Clubs, Groups & Services
Herongate Cricket Club has been a part of village
life for 158 years and is one of the oldest village
cricket clubs in the county of Essex. In recent times
the club has fallen into disrepair and financial
hardship. At an Emergency General Meeting earlier
last year the decision was taken to wind up the old
club and form a the new Herongate and Ingrave
Cricket Club and instead of the committee being
staffed by players the new committee would consist
of players and villagers with the aim of combining
cricket and village life. Our social calendar is
included in the village diary section of this
newsletter. We warmly welcome new members both
playing and social.
For more information please see our website:
http://www.herongateandingravecc.co.uk
The objectives of the new committee are fivefold:
1. Continuation of League Cricket in the T Rippon
Cricket League (Saturdays)
2. Village and social cricket to be played on Sundays
3. Training and coaching of young people in the
village from ages 6-15
4. The integration of the cricket club into village life
5. To re-develop the club house and facilities
offered.
Herongate and Ingrave CC currently field two teams
in the T Rippon League. Our Saturday 1st XI play in
Mid Essex Division One and the Saturday 2nd XI play

in
Mid
Essex
Division
Seven
Sundays are reserved for social cricket where
everyone is encouraged to join in regardless of ability,
age or previous cricketing experience. Please note,
teams are picked on Tuesday nights at the club, if you
wish to play come along to the club at 8pm or drop us
an email to: herongateandingravecc@googlemail.com

Herongate Athletic Football Club has a long history
in the village and many of the Under 12 teams are
from Ingrave Johnstone School. New members are
always welcome to start up new teams. There are also
Under 15’s and Under 17’s as well as a ladies team.
On Saturdays a 1st and 2nd team play as well as two
vet teams and a super vet team. There is also a
Sunday team. This year the club is celebrating its
Centenary and a couple of events are planned to mark
the occasion. On 13 June there will be a Junior
Football Tournament for the Under 9’s – Under 12’s
and on 16th May there is a reunion game for long
serving members. This will be organized by Ivor Kettle
a very long standing member of the club
Further information is available from the club website:
www.clubwebsite.co.uk/herongateathletic
Please contact Gary Duck on 07717 756748 for
further information.
The club also hire out their Hall which holds up to
140 for members of the public to use.
Please contact SueTozer on 07930 656 876
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Clubs, Groups & Services
Body Moves is a group that meets to improve fitness
through exercise movement and dance. We meet
every Tuesday evening from 8 -9.30pm at Ingrave
Johnstone School. This is a friendly group open to all
ages and abilities with a Keep Fit Association/REPS
advanced level qualified tutor.
Contact Chris 01277 211050

Trail Net is a not for profit organisation which leads
Health Rides throw Thorndon Country Park. The first
two sessions are free, thereafter £3, which includes
bike and helmet hire. For more information on these
and other bike related activities, see the website:
www.trailnet.org.uk or Phone 811012

Dance Fitness is a group that meets on Monday
evenings at St Nicholas Church Hall. Currently the
group is full but a new course will be starting in the
summer. Contact Debbie Harper 810596

Yoga Classes are held on Saturday at 9.30am
Monday at 12.45 (this session is currently full) and
6.00pm in St Nicholas Hall. Contact Dulcie Antrobus
810947

Jackie Dartnell’s Theatre School holds jazz, ballet
and tap dance classes for 3-18 year olds at the
Football Club on Tuesday afternoons. Also adult
fitness classes at 9.30am and tap at 10.30am also on
a Tuesday. Contact Jackie Dartnell on 01277 350746
Systemeffect is a form of Russian Martial Art. It has
been developed for a relaxed and friendly attitude, it
will suit all ages from 14-80 years old. It is an effective
self defence system incorporating knife, gun and stick
attacks locks and take downs and many more
methods. We welcome male and female alike and
meet at St Nicholas Church Hall on Wednesday nights
from 8-9.00pm Contact 812130 for more information.

Open Door is a group that offers on going support for
the bereaved, elderly and those living alone. Anyone of
any age and situation is welcome. The group has a
regular attendance of 20-30 people. The afternoon
starts with a cup of tea (or coffee). Some people play
scrabble, upword or other board games, others prefer
to just chat. A second cup of tea and homemade
cakes are served later in the afternoon. The group
meets every third Tuesday at 2.0pm in St Nicholas
Church hall. Contact Pat Horton 810123

Thorndon WI offers a welcome to women who live in
the villages and towns to help them improve the
quality of life in the community. We can influence
decision makers at all levels and are a strong lobbying
body, not bound by political or religious affiliations,
which enables the organisation to speak freely on any
issues. There is something for everyone, opportunities
to enjoy friendship, to learn, to widen horizons and to
influence local and national affairs. We hold monthly
meetings on the first Wednesday of the month at St
Nicholas Church Hall, with varied speakers and many
social activities. Membership is £29 per year
The Mothers Union is a Christian charitable
organisation caring for families Worldwide. The group
meets on the first Tuesday of the month in St Nicholas
Church Hall, and all are welcome to attend these
meetings. For more information contact Caroline Lowe
810095.

Moose International is an organisation open to
anyone. It is non-political & non-denominational, in
that our Members represent all beliefs & faiths. We
endeavour to look after our own Members and give
support to others less fortunate than ourselves. We
are an open organisation with a desire to help others
either within or outside of Moose. To this end our
branches (referred to as Lodges) not only support our
own internal charitable endeavours, they give support
& raise money for worthwhile local charities and other
creditable organisations. We have now moved our
monthly meetings to Knights Way Community Centre,
for further information contact Brian Easey 01375
858915 or brianeasey1@activemail.co.uk
The Ladies Circle is a group of retired ladies who
meet on the first Thursday of the month, generally in
the church room at St Andrews Church for a chat, tea
and biscuits. We organise the occasional coffee
morning and other charity events including a
Strawberry Tea and fundraising for Macmillan Cancer
Support. If you would like to join us, just come along to
one of our regular gatherings
.The Citizens Advice Bureau visits the parish every
other month at St Andrews Methodist Church. Dates
are included in the diary pages and booking for a
consultation with one of their experts is essential. For
booking and more information please phone 220248.
12

Clubs, Groups & Services
St Nicholas Toddler Church. This is a short service
in the church (approximately 15 minutes) then
playtime and refreshments in the church hall. It is
especially for babies, toddlers and pre-school age
children and their parents, grandparents and carers.
The short service consists of children’s songs with
plenty of action, a short story and some prayers. Then
we go to the church hall for more fun and play which
normally includes play dough, toys, story books, aqua
painting etc. Refreshments are served and the finish
is at 3.00pm. Contact Pat Horton 810123

The Community Policing Rural Bus visits every
other Thursday between 1.00and 2.00pm. Contact
PCSO Kelly Field on 262212 ext 7534

The Bell Ringing group are actively seeking new

There are a couple of half or third plots coming
available in Herongate. If you are interested in
one or in putting your name down on the waiting
list, please contact Colin Ede 07914 863088
colin.ede1@btinternet.com

ringers. We meet at 7.45pm in the church on
Wednesdays. No previous experience is necessary
and anyone from 11-111 years of age, who can climb
the steps to the ringing chamber is most welcome.
Please contact Caroline Lowe 810095

The Mobile Library visits the parish on alternate
Mondays. It stops at Ingrave near to St Nicholas
Church Hall at 9.40-10.00am, moves on to Glebe
Gardens Herongate from 10.15-10.35am then back to
Middle Road Ingrave from 10.45 -11.15am. To check
dates you can visit www.essexcc.gov.uk/libraries then
go to the Mobile Library section and select Loughton
week 1, which is our mobile library route.

Hall Bookings:
St Nicholas Church Hall Bookings:
Rita Hodgson 811179
St Andrews Church Hall Bookings:
Douglas Hibbard 811795
St Andrew’s Allotment Society

Sponsors Welcome
Would you be willing to sponsor this publication by
placing an advertisement for your business? If so
please email or write to the editors. We are very
grateful to those who have already helped in this way.

Editor Wanted
We are looking for a permanent editor for this
publication. This will be a paid position. Please contact
the editors for more information. Thank you.
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Village Dairy Dates
September
Date
02 September 2009
06 September 2009
12 September 2009
15 September 2009
23 September 2009
25 September 2009
25 Septermber 2009
26 September 2009
27 September 2009

Activity
Thorndon WI
Kwik Cricket Tournament / Colts Presentation
Autumn Flower Show
Open Door
Parish Council Meeting
Open Day Herongate Woodland Cemetry
Macmillian Coffie Morning 10.30am to 12pm
Open Day Herongate Woodland Cemetry
Harvest Festival

Location
St Nicholas Church Hall
Cricket Field
St Nicholas Church Hall
St Nicholas Church Hall
St Andrews Church
Herongate Woodland Cemetery
St Andrews Chruch
Herongate Woodland Cemetery
St Andrews Chruch

Contact Details
Win Hammer 841309

Pat Horton 810123
01245 284985
01245 284985

October
Date
07 October 2009
17 October 2009
20 October 2009
27 October 2009

Activity
Thorndon WI
End of Season Dinner Cricket Club (Adults Only)
Open Door
Parish Council Meeting

Location
St Nicholas Church Hall
TBC
St Nicholas Church Hall
St Nicholas Church Hall

Contact Details
Win Hammer 841309
Pat Horton 810123

November
Date
04 November 2009
07 November 2009
12 November 2009
17 November 2009
24 November 2009
25 November 2009

Activity
Thorndon WI
Bonfire Night IJ School Association
Chief Inspectors Meeting (Police)
Open Door
Police Community Meeting
Parish Council Meeting

Location
St Nicholas Church Hall
Button Common
Brentwood Town Hall
St Nicholas Church Hall
St Nicholas Church Hall

Activity
Ingrave Johnstone Christmas Bazaar
Lighting the Tree

Location
Ingrave Johnstone School
Cricket Field

Contact Details
Win Hammer 841309
Jody Greenfield 223639
Pat Horton 810123
Matthew Grimwood 262212

December
Date
To be announced
05 December 2009

Boswells

Contact Details

Fitted Furniture Ltd

Bespoke Bedrooms, Kitchens and Home Offices
Established 1987

Jason Boswell
125 Billericay Road
Herongate, CM13 3SB
Mobile: 07850 682757
Home: 01277 810190
Tel/ Fax: 01708 220757
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Letters
Thorndon Park South.
As a local resident my family and I have lived near
Thorndon Park South since 1983. Sundays in the park
have always been a popular day and the mixture of
both locals and visitors has created a pleasant
environment. This mix has gradually changed over
this side of the park since the bar-b-q area has been
allowed and financial gain has become a priority of
the park. Gradually the bar-b-q area has been taken
over by a large community of both Turkish and
Kurdish people from North London. Their culture is to
gather erect tents/gazebos and to party with hired
musicians with drums and loud reed instruments and
singers who entertain the hundreds of people. There’s
lots of dancing and drinking and the volume of noise
and unruly behaviour increases as the day goes
on. The toilet facilities are used to wash food etc and
this leaves them too disgusting to use for other park
visitors.
On 17th August last year I could hear very loud
‘ranting’ in a foreign language, it sounded like
something you would hear on the news. I was able to
film the political rally which was being held there and
amplified speakers were being used. My 16 yr old
daughter and I were followed and intimidated by some
of the men so we were forced to leave the park. I later
found out that the event was being held by the PKK
which supports Kurdish terrorists.
Over the weeks, the volume of cars became
unacceptable as they were parking on both verges
along the A128 causing very serious disruption to the
flow of traffic and potential accidents. The police had
to come and control the traffic that the park had
generated. The park is left full of litter which takes
days to clear and restore the area to its former
beauty.
I met with Tim Dixon who is in charge of our local
parks, he said he would consider all my comments
and take action but agreed the bar-b-qs raised lots of
money which was a priority as the park costs
thousands to run. The result has been that they have
increased the bar-b-q area and car parking which now
generates even more money but has increased the
noise, smell and volume of visitors.
I feel I have had the peace and tranquillity of my
weekends during the summer taken away from me
and other users by the way the park has been allowed

to evolve into a profit making business. Bar-b-qs are
not allowed in any other country park and when one
was opened at Tilbury Fort the same issues arose and
so they were banned. The community then moved
onto Thorndon South where we are now experiencing
the same disruption.
I feel the bar-b-qs should be stopped as this is the
only way to bring back the ethos of what a park
should be. Picnic areas do not create the same chaos
and would be the answer to people wanting to gather
and socialise in a pleasant environment. We also have
a very good café at the Octagon and therefore there is
no need for people not to be able to eat. This issue is
not racist, it would be the same if any group of people
gathered and affected the park in the same manner. I
hope this will help to clarify to those that care what is
being allowed in “the Peoples Park”.
Sharon Watts

House Exchange
I am currently living in Doddinghurst in Housing
Association property and would like to exchange with
a Housing Association or Brentwood Council property
in the Herongate or Ingrave area to be near
my parents due to my ongoing health problems.
My property consists of: 2 bedrooms, upstairs
bathroom, porch, lounge, large fully fitted kitchen,
exclusive rear garden which is well stocked, approx
70 ft long and fenced on all three sides, gas central
heating, near to local shops & school, own garage
with parking space.
Please telephone 01277 811335
Name and address supplied.

Day Out
On behalf of all the Parish Residents who went on
Sally's (Hillcrest Nurseries) coach trip to Hampton
Court Flower show, I would like to say a big "thank
you" for organising excellent days out.
If you have never been on one of these trips before,
can I suggest you try one. They are excellent and take
in
many
interesting
gardens.
Hillcrest Nurseries telephone number is 810385
David Gladman
The Editors can not be held responsible for the
contents of, or the views expressed in the letters
published.
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Village History Group

Thirty villagers met at the first Reminiscence Group, a
history gathering and social group, on Friday 17th July.
An invitation was put into the last newsletter and Vic
Davis and his team of helpers went around nearer
the date finding people who have lived in the village
for a long time. We were delighted by the response to
this meeting and many memories were shared. Thank
you to all who came along and to Keith and Veronica
for taking over with the tea and coffee making and
distribution of cakes.
In the future we will be looking for ways of storing the
information from these meetings so that it can be
held in the museum along with all the wonderful
photographs which were brought along. Councillor
Sheila Murphy found a few volunteers who will help
her with cleaning up the museum and we plan on
taking small groups of residents who have attended
these meetings on visits there once that has been
done. We will be holding these meetings three times
a year and anyone who is interested in the history of
the village is most welcome to attend, but we do ask
you to let us know if you will be coming along so that
we can cater for the right numbers. The next meeting
will be on 23rd October at 2.30pm at St Andrews
Church. Contact Vic on 810318 or Jennie on
811813.

Stop Press
The application to develop the nursery site has been
withdrawn. We understand that the plans will be
resubmitted in the future.
16

