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Parish Council News
Herongate and Ingrave Parish Council has been told that there has been
considerable progress over the future of Herongate Village Hall.
The now disused building opposite the Green Man has long been the subject of
uncertainty mainly because of the vexed question of who is actually responsible
for it. Original trustees were no longer available to administer the building and
the parish council has been trying to clarify the situation because the hall is
considered to be dangerous.
Council chairman Alan Marsh has met borough council officers and it was
resolved to have the building made safe initially.
Since then the borough’s Building Control Inspector has assessed the building
and although it has been put on the council’s Dangerous Structures List, experts
feel that, apart from some loose slates and significant brick erosion, the hall is
basically safe.
However, there is concern about the number of fairly large trees growing so close
to the building.
The parish council is also considering the feasibility of taking over the hall.
Although it is considered not large enough to be used as a village hall smaller
rooms could be useful for outreach facilities, a home for the village museum,
diner clubs, etc.
Cllr Sheila Murphy also attended the meeting and felt that residents should
decide the fate of the hall by means of a consensus in the Newsletter, notices
and website. The Parish Council is now represented as a Trustee of the Village
Hall.
The hall was originally run by a committee of various village groups including
Thorndon WI, the Village Preservation Society, the Church of England, the
Methodist Church, a playgroup, the Girl Guides, East Horndon Manor, what was
then the district council and Ingrave Tigers Football Club.
Other activities in which the nine parish councillors, under the chairmanship of
Cllr Marsh, have been involved...
Sunday Bus Service
Usage of the service which started in May has been disappointing so far. The hail
and stop return bus runs from Thorndon South, through the villages, down The
Avenue past Thorndon North. It then calls at Brentwood Station, followed by
Sainsburys , Ongar Road to the Brentwood Centre and, finally, Doddinghurst.
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Parish Council News
Sunday Bus Service Continued
Initially passenger numbers were good but subsequently they had fallen back. Cllr Sheila Murphy, who helped
to introduce the route, feels that the service needs to be better promoted even though the timetable is on the
website, on notice boards and was printed in the last Newsletter. If West Horndon joins the project then
passengers may increase.
Cllr Murphy is attending a bus transport meeting to discuss the service and will report back to the parish
council.
The cost of a single journey fare is £2.50 a person or a family ticket for two adults and two children will cost
£5.00. The bus runs four times a day, twice in the morning and twice in the afternoon.
The borough council is paying half the cost and the other half is being split between Herongate and Ingrave and
Doddinghurst parish councils. If the service is successful, a daily community bus to Shenfield via Running
Waters and Hanging Hill Lane is a possibility.
Dog fouling
Residents have reported that careless dog owners had been allowing their pets to foul footpaths and verges.
The problem is particularly difficult in places like Peartrees and the Meadows where children regularly walk and
in Middle Road. The parish council has been told that, even when bags are used they are often left on verges,
in hedgerows and, in some cases, gardens. One resident has asked for more dog mess bins and warning
notices to be provided and Councillors are liaising with the borough council to try to reduce the nuisance.
Crime and Disorder
The parish council has been trying to set up a dialogue with the local police over various incidents in the two
villages although making contact has been, unaccountably difficult. However, Cllr Marsh eventually spoke to a
police officer responsible for community policing who offered to send officers to Ingrave to speak with the
parents/carers at Ingrave Johnstone school who park their vehicles in the adjacent roads. The incentive is to
raise awareness of the disruption caused by inappropriate and insensitive parking.
Cllr Marsh has also told the parish council that he had recently discovered a camp in woodland near his home.
It was apparent people had been taking drugs and there was also a camp fire. He called the police and fire
services but unfortunately they were unable to locate the site without Cllr Marsh driving up to Common Road to
meet them.
Cllr Murphy also recounted an incident near The Olde Dog public house where the police took 21 days to
respond.
Donovans Gardens
Residents who live in No. 9 have won their appeal against the borough council’s refusal to grant retrospective
planning permission for a 2m boundary wall in the front of their property which is on the edge of the
conservation area. The parish council, acting on behalf of itself and concerned residents, vigorously opposed
the development which exceeded the original permission granted two years ago. The parish council put its case
to a meeting of the borough planning development committee where councillors went against the advice of
planning officers and refused permission. This was subsequently overturned by the appeal inspector
Jubilee books
Alan Kingsford has told the council that he had bought the books to commemorate both the Queen’s 50 th and
60th jubilees. He hopes to complete this task during the winter. He also mentioned that his neighbour would
like to sponsor a commemorative bench on the Golden Jubilee Orchard site. Cllr Marsh said that this would be
part of the winter restoration of Button Common and he has identified a site at the Orchard end of Button
Common that would be suitable.
Village Signs
The parish council is investigating improving the distinctive village signs which are in a poor state of repair. Cllr
Marsh told the council that the Ingrave sign, which is hidden in a hedge by the almshouses, could be moved to
a more prominent place – possibly the verge opposite Pittman Close. Cllr Murphy added that the sign in
Herongate Tye had been ‘tagged’ with graffiti.
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Parish Council News
First Aid
The parish council has provided a free First Aid taster course for residents from the villages. Those who make a
commitment to the Community Support Plan will be put forward for a free fully certificated First Aid course and
their details will go on a register. A mannequin for demonstration purposes has been purchased by the parish
council.
Billericay Road
Borough Council Rangers have cut back the vegetation along the road but the VAS sign is yet to be cleared. As
previously reported by County Councillor John Roberts, funding has been released for the footpath extension.
The focus is now on the school bus.
Essex Air Ambulance
Following an address to the parish council by Edryn Gillet on behalf of Essex Air Ambulance the council has
decided to adopt the service as its first official charity. Members agreed to donate £500 to the Air Ambulance
this year.
Phone disruption
Up to 600 homes in the two villages lost their telephone landlines on October 11 after thieves, trying to steal
copper wire, cut cables near Button Common. It took up to 48 hours to restore full service.
Christmas tree ceremony
Once again the parish council is providing a Christmas tree on the cricket ground. Its lights will be switched on
at a ceremony at 6pm on Saturday, December 8. The council is also organising its annual Christmas card
design competition with Ingrave Johnstone School.
All welcome
The public are always welcome at parish council meetings which take place monthly (except for August and
December) alternately at St Nicholas Church Hall, Ingrave (Tuesdays) and St Andrew’s Church Hall, Herongate
(Wednesdays). With the exception of the annual assembly/meeting, all meetings start at 7.15pm. Thirty
minutes are set aside at the start for a forum at which issues may be raised.
Dates of meetings
Meetings scheduled for the rest of the year and 2013 are: November 28, St Andrew’s; January 22, St Nicholas;
February 27, St Andrew’s; March 26, St Nicholas; April 24, St Andrew’s; May 28, St Nicholas (annual assembly,
7pm; annual parish meeting, 8pm); June 26, St Andrew’s; July 23, St Nicholas; September 25, St Andrew’s;
October 22, St Nicholas; November 27, St Andrew’s.
Stay in touch
Details of the parish council’s work, including contact details, may be found on
www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk which has recently been substantially improved and upgraded. The
council’s part-time clerk is Mrs Theresa Grainger, of Common Road, Ingrave, who is contactable on 07548
743248 (mornings only) or email: clerk@herongateandingravepc.org.uk

Other council contacts (all 01277 numbers)
Mr Alan Marsh 812115 (Chairman)
Mr David Harman 812177 (Vice Chairman)
Mr Alan Bayless 810196
Mrs Sheila Murphy 811543
Mrs Kelly Pegram 811682
Mr Stewart Theobald 811682
Mrs Alison Thurgood 810960

District councillors
Mrs Linda Golding 810531
Mrs Sheila Murphy 811543
County Councillor
Mr John Roberts 225039
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Highway Problems
If you find a pothole or other problem on the roads, these can be reported to Essex Highways online
www.essex.gov.uk/travel-highways/Report-a-highway-problem or in an emergency telephone: 0845 603 7631
New Parish Website
The parish council has a brand new website: http://www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk
Here you will find lots of information about our community, the minutes, notices and reports of the parish
council, back copies of the newsletter, local planning applications, the parish map, bus timetables, information
about clubs and societies, useful telephone numbers, news, events and project pages. It is hoped that the
website will develop over time with increased local information and items of interest, if you have suggestions
for other features for the website please contact the webmaster philippa@visioncomputing.co.uk or the parish
clerk.

Broadband Project Progress Report
Our MP has offered his assistance in getting better Broadband in Herongate and Ingrave
Following talks with Officials from BT, the Broadband Delivery Group at ECC and the Leader of Essex County
Council on the problems of slow broadband in the rural areas of his constituency, Mr Pickles has requested (in
the Gazette of 24th October) that people affected by poor broadband performance to make contact with him.
He is trying to identify the worst affected areas by counting the number of contacts from each exchange area in
the Ongar and Brentwood Constituency. This follows a similar request from the 19th September.
The response to the earlier call included "many people from West Horndon, Ingrave and Herongate". All these
names were passed to the Broadband Delivery Group (BDG) at ECC who are tasked, in cooperation with BT,
with choosing who should receive the benefit of a grant from Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK) funds to upgrade
local exchanges to fibre optic standards. The most deserving cases in Essex, as judged by the BDG, will have
their broadband problems resolved considerably earlier than without this subsidy. At present BT have no plans
to upgrade the Herongate exchange which serves all of the 81xxxx telephone numbers in Herongate, Ingrave,
West Horndon and Childerditch.
Would any broadband user, both residential or business, please contact Mr Pickles so that he fully understands
just how many people and companies in our area need his help. He has asked that we use his
picklese@parliament.uk email address or write to him at Westminster. His full postal address is: The Rt. Hon.
Eric Pickles MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA. Please ensure that you include your name and
address in emails - your location is vital, he will be getting emails from all over the Constituency.
Those people who contacted Mr Pickles on the previous occasion do not need to write again but they might
consider actively encouraging their friends, colleagues etc. who have 81xxxx telephone numbers to do it this
time.
There are full details of the background to the Broadband problems in our area on the Projects page of the
Herongate and Ingrave Parish Council website - the address is: www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk.
Contact David Harman on 812177 if you have any queries.
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The Olympic Torch
The Olympic Torch passing through our villages will
always be remembered and I hope everyone enjoyed
the event on Ingrave Common (Cricket Green) that
local volunteers from our community made possible to
mark this once in a lifetime occasion.
After the announcement that our villages were on the
route of the Olympic Torch and the article in the
Brentwood Gazette the Parish Council got local
community groups and residents together to discuss
the idea of an event to mark the occasion.
After several meetings the Olympic Torch Committee
was formed comprising of myself, Alison Thurgood
(Parish Council) Viv Witchell (Flower Show) Graham
Gibson (Herongate FC) Ian Peters and Russell Newton
(Ingrave Johnstone Parents Association) Gayle Palmer
(Cricket Club) Fiona O'Connor (Resident) and Alan
Kingsford (Resident).
I applied for funding from the Brentwood Council
Share Fund to cover the infrastructure of the day but
after several meetings we soon realised that we would
need financial support from the Parish Council to
cover the security requirements for such an event and
to make it a day and evening to remember!
It was wonderful for all the different groups to come
together and plan the event and all their amazing
ideas and input made the whole thing so enjoyable.
Lord Petre (The Queen's representative of Essex) and
the Mayor opened the proceedings and Lord Petre
stayed, with his family, to watch the Torch pass by. The
Parish Council funded circus clowns via Fiona
O'Connor, to perform and entertain the children
while they waited for the arrival of the Torch
and Graham Gibson organised a fantastic free of
charge display from the local trampolining club
Levitation. One Levitation member - ex Olympian Sarah Ainsworth -even jumped in skis!
Alan Kingsford played a very important part in the
whole event as Event Control which meant he was on
hand if there were any incidents which needed to be
logged and he recorded what action we took to resolve
them. For example when an elderly lady fell in the road
and we radioed for St John's Ambulance to come over
and treat her.
We supplied free Union Jack flags for the children
(although there were some uninvited peddlers selling
too!)
There was a Mini Olympics organised by Ingrave
Johnstone School Parents Association and Beat the
Goalie organised by Herongate Football Club. We also
organised a St John's Ambulance Team to be on hand
for any injuries! The Flower Show Committee provided
us with tea and coffee and the Cricket club provided

BBQ and bar and bands for our enjoyment in the
evening.
We had tea cup rides and bungee
trampolines organised by Fiona O'Connor through a
company called Parnhams, a PA System donated by
local resident Alan Binks. This helped provide an
excellent atmosphere to the build up of the torch's
arrival. There was also help from Caroline Lowe and
Ronnie Crichton (St Nicholas Church) and Stephanie
Collins (Ingrave Playgroup) who gave their time to
organise free stalls for the children to enjoy
After the Torch had passed through, Lord Petre was
kind enough to give up his time again to present the
medals we had arranged for the Mini Olympic Winners
and he even gave up his time to go back to Ingrave
Johnstone School the following week to make sure all
the winners got a full winning ceremony.
Luckily the weather was kind and the number of
villagers that came out to see the Torch took my
breath away. I saw ALL our community mixing
together in a way that I haven't seen before and I am
so proud that as one of the smallest communities to
receive the Torch we were a huge group cheering the
Torch and the Torchbearers on the way to the
fantastic Olympic Games.
To mark the day, one of our committee - Russell
Newton - is making a carving of the Olympic Torch, to
be erected in the village. Russell is also a local artist
who is giving his time to do this free of charge.
I will let you know when then this is completed and we
will have a ceremonial unveiling.
Cllr Alison Thurgood
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Olympic Flame

Mayor of Brentwood, Cllr Ann Coe and Lord Petre,
Lord Lieutenant of Essex
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Village Appraisal Review
At a recent meeting the Village Appraisal committee
gathered to review the original document which was
the report on the questionnaire, somewhat like a
mini census, which was sent to every home in the
parish. This process took place principally during
2006-2008. Our aim at the review was to assess
whether objectives had been met. A copy of this
review document will shortly be available on the
parish council website. We looked in particular at the
changes and achievements that the parish council
and local residents have put into action in the years
since the Village Appraisal was completed.
The VA committee is an informal community led
group (where cake is eaten at meetings) It is much
less active at present, however it is retained since at
some time in the future, the community may need to
apply for grants which would not be available to the
parish council. The VA also has close links with the
parish council, the newsletter and with the museum
and would be in place should it be necessary to
create a Parish Plan or similar document in the
future.
Improvements achieved in the parish since the
Village Appraisal:
Bus Service improvements
Crossing at Middle Road
Installation of the Multi User Games Area (MUGA) on
the field adjacent to the school
Installation of new Dog Bins and Salt Bins
Progress on Museum
First Aid scheme (not First Response as funding was
stopped)
The PC website upgrade to aid communication
between the parish council, community groups and
residents.
All statuary and financial documents are now
published by the PC on website.
Planning information is now available via website
and new village notice boards.
The PC has informed and kept residents appraised of
major developments such as at Hillcrest and in
Thorndon Park.
The community took action over the proposed
possible traveller site.
New Vehicle Activated Signs stating the speed limit.
Speed lowered on A128 and Billericay Road.
Emergency Strategy in place, more information about
this will follow in a future newsletter.

Introduction of a History Group, which is an informal
discussion, afternoon tea and a series of aural and
transcribed recordings of Ingrave and Herongate past

Ingrave Johnstone School
It seems as if time has passed very quickly since our
last article and as summer slips into autumn, life is
well and truly back to normal at our school. Our
children have settled in very well into their new
classes and our reception children have begun their
school journey with great enthusiasm. Our new hall is
now in full use and the new space is very helpful.
We have already had some exciting events. Children
in years 5 and 6 had the opportunity to watch the
filming of “Got to Dance” - do look out for them on the
television in future months! The weather was kind for
the Flower Show and many of our children contributed
exhibits to the event. Our Class 6 children have
started to visit their potential secondary school and
also have started their Bikeability training, which they
undertake in small groups.
For Harvest our classes prepared songs, poems and
drama for their special assemblies. We hosted these
in our new hall and welcomed our parents to watch.
The school community supported “Brentwood Food
Bank”, as our harvest charity, which endeavours to
support families in poverty within our town with the
provision of food boxes.
Other events this term include trips to support our
history curriculum for some classes, visiting Colne
Valley, (Victorian day), Duxford Air Museum (WW2)
and Kentwell Hall (The Tudors). Our popular and well
– supported firework display was held on Saturday 3rd
November, on Button Common, at this event we
always extend a welcome to the whole community.
Our thanks go to our Parents’ Association who run
these events; we are so lucky that all our children
benefit from the money raised. The association has
recently paid for some lovely equipment for our new
hall, such as an electronic piano and audio-visual
equipment.
During this academic year, we will be planning our
centenary celebrations which will begin from
September 2013. We will be looking to involve the
whole community and ex-pupils of the school and will
keep you informed of dates and events.
May I wish you a peaceful and happy autumn and
winter on behalf of all the staff and children at Ingrave
Johnstone School.
Helen Castell, Deputy Headteacher
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The Village Flower show

St Nicholas Church

The flower show has been part of village life for over
130 years.
The organization is in the hands of a small but
dedicated committee who aim to provide family
friendly activities suitable for the very youngest to the
very oldest village members. This year we were
involved in the additional excitements of the Jubilee
and the Olympics.
The Jubilee was a colourful family event on the school
field and the weather was kind to us. People dressed
patriotically for the occasion and the field was a
cheerful mass of blankets and gazebos, with music to
fit the celebration.
As you may know the duck house was purchased for
the village from the profits of the Royal Wedding
celebration. A suitable village item to commemorate
the Jubilee is still under consideration.
Ingrave and Herongate were honoured to be on the
route of the Olympic Flame and we certainly served
plenty of teas and coffees that day! We were glad to
take part in a thoroughly cheerful and good natured
afternoon.
Now to the Flower show itself. The Autumn show is our
main event, to which we have recently added the
smaller shows in Springtime and at Christmas.
Following our disastrous spring and summer it was
pleasing to see the wide and colourful variety of
entries that filled the hall for our Autumn show. This
show usually makes a small profit (if we’re lucky)
which is spent within the village. Such things as the
glorious spring bulb displays at the roadside, a bench
and plants for the school and trees for the play group
to name a few.
We always welcome new suggestions or ideas. If you
require any further information on any of our activities
please visit our website - ihfs@btinternet.com
Our next event is our Christmas show (1st December)
where a pleasant afternoon can be spent creating a
unique wreath for your door, while drinking mulled
wine and eating cake.

Church services on Sunday 9.30-10.30am.
Saturday 15th December Christmas Bazaar at St Nicholas Church Hall.

Watch out for the leaflet through your door.

Advanced Warning
Our main show next year will be in July.

Open Door in St Nicholas Church Hall
Every third Tuesday of the month 2.00 - 4.00pm
If you would like to meet old friends or make new
ones. Come along and enjoy a cup of tea, home made
cakes, a friendly chat or play cards, scrabble and other board games.
We welcome all people of any age or status. If you
would like a bit of company come along or ring Pat
Horton on 810123 for more details.
We can arrange for someone to accompany you and
we can also arrange a lift should you need it.

St Andrews Methodist Church
We have enjoyed our usual varied programme of
preachers on Sundays, but are sorry that “our”
Minister, the Rev. Judith Maizel Long, whose special
responsibility is for the Methodist churches in
Billericay and Herongate will be retiring next August.
Proceedings for choosing a new Minister for the
Circuit are taking place.
In September we held a Coffee Morning in aid of the
Macmillan Nurses, which raised £67 and at our
Harvest Festival a special collection was taken for
the Zimbabwean Victim Support Fund, an
organisation which deals directly with those who
need help. A total of £155 was sent to them.
Once a month “Inky Fingers” meet on a Saturday
morning in the Wesley Room, this is a group who like
to write, whether prose of poetry, under the
leadership of Rachel Gallehawk, one of our
members.
We are proud to say Rachel, after several years of
study, is now a Fully Accredited Local Preacher, and a
service of Welcome was held recently in our own
church on a Sunday afternoon to mark this occasion
and to congratulate her on her achievement. The
church was packed and the singing was splendid.
The members of St Andrews warmly welcome you to
attend our Sunday services which are held at
10.30am
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Clubs Activities and Services
Herongate Cricket Club
herongateandingravecc@googlemail.com
Herongate Athletic Football Club
Contact Gary Duck on 07717 756748
www.clubwebsite.co.uk/herongateathletic
Body Moves

The Mobile Library
Visits the parish on alternate Fridays.
It stops at Herongate in Glebe Gardens from 10.1510.35am then goes to Middle Road Ingrave from
10.45 -11.15am. To check dates you can visit
www.essexcc.gov.uk/libraries then go to the Mobile
Library section and select Loughton week 1, which is
our mobile library route.

Contact Chris 01277 211050
or email chrisbannister104@btinternet.com

Community Policing
Contact Michael Janes 7662

Trail Net

Police Community Support Officer

www.trailnet.org.uk or Phone 811012

West Hordon, Herongate and Ingrave D323B Neighbourhood Policing Team ( western division ) Brentwood Police Station, 4 London Road, Brentwood, Essex, CM144QJ Direct Dial 01277 266896 or
03003334444, ext :75344

Dance Fitness
Contact Debbie Harper 810596
Yoga Classes Ingrave
Contact Dulcie Antrobus 810947
Yoga Classes Herongate
Contact Joan Jaggernauth 812564
Stonyhill Indoor Bowls Club

E mail : michael.janes@essex.pnn.police.uk
St Nicholas Church Ingrave
Main service 9.30am Sunday
Rev Paul Hamilton www.stnicholasingrave.com
812452

Contact 811848
Jackie Dartnell’s Theatre School
Contact Jackie Dartnell on 01277 350746

St Andrews Methodist Church Herongate
Main service 10.30am Sunday
Rev Judith Maizel-Long 623085

Open Door
Contact Pat Horton 810123
Thorndon WI
Contact Win Hammer 841309
Hartswood WI
Contact hartswoodwi@hotmail.co.uk

Hall Bookings
St Nicholas Church Hall Bookings:
Rita Hodgson 811179
St Andrews Church Hall Bookings:
Douglas Hibbard 811795

The Mothers Union
Contact Caroline Lowe 810095.

Football Club Hall bookings:
Sue Tozer 07930 656 876

The Bell Ringing Group
Contact Caroline Lowe 810095
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Hartswood WI

What is the Million Ponds Project?

Hartswood WI is flourishing and now has a website
www.hartswoodwi.weebly.com
where you can find details of events and future
speakers. We are a friendly WI who meet every
second Thursday of the month at 8pm at Hartswood
Golf Club, St George's Playing Fields, Ingrave Road.
We also have a craft club, details of which can be
found on the website. New members are warmly
welcomed and you are free to come as a visitor and
try us out!

Create a new wildlife pond in your
own garden.

The Ancient Deer Park
Brentwood resident David Bloomfield, an avid
historian has discovered evidence of the remains of a
deer park in the north west corner of the parish; close
to the corner where Pondfield Lane becomes Hanging
Hill Lane. This fascinating account can be found on
the parish council website and is also held at the
museum. Thank you to David for this.

Neighbourhood Watch
Anybody interested in participating in NW in the area
Please e-mail me with your contact details.
Michael Janes 7662
Police Community Support Officer , West Horndon,
Herongate and Ingrave D323B
Neighbourhood Policing Team (western division )
Brentwood Police Station, 4 London Road, Brentwood,
Essex, CM144QJ
Direct Dial 01277 266896 or 03003334444,
ext :75344

We have created the jubilee orchard in the parish,
now we could make a real difference to the diverse
wildlife found in freshwater ponds. The Pond
Conservation Charity is working towards creating an
extensive network of new ponds across the UK.
Ultimately the aim is to reverse a century of pond loss,
ensuring that once again the UK has over one million
countryside ponds. A critical element of the project is
that these new ponds will have clean water. This is
important because most countryside ponds are now
badly damaged by pollution, and evidence shows that
pond wildlife is declining across the UK. Making clean
new ponds is one of the simplest and most effective
ways to protect freshwater wildlife. New clean water
ponds can quickly become exceptionally rich habitats,
supporting sensitive plants and animals. Ponds are
easy and cheap to make
and in the face of widespread pollution and climate
change, pond creation is one of the quickest, simplest
and most affordable things we can do to benefit
freshwater wildlife.
A pond can be as small as 1cubic metre so would fit
into most back gardens, full instructions are given on
the website. If you create one of these valuable ponds
you can photograph it and register in on line and take
part in a national project to restore lost habitat. That’s
enough to make us all feel a bit better.
www.pondconservation.org.uk

INGRAVE PLAYGROUP and FIRST STEPS

E - Mail : michael.janes@essex.pnn.police.uk

Ben Farndon
Ben Farndon of Ingrave who will be known to many
residents of the parish sadly passed away recently.
Ben was a respected and much liked local landscaper
whose work will live on in many a local garden, we
extend our condolences to Ben’s family and will
include an obituary in the next edition of this
newsletter.

Promoting positive learning experiences through play
for 3-5 years olds in a safe, secure, stimulating and
caring environment

Proprietor
Stephanie Collins
11,Thalmassing Close, Brentwood, ESSEX. CM13 2UH
Contact: 01277 227930 or sacollins@tiscali.co.uk
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Brentwood & District Age Concern
There are some who are unaware that this group
exists in Brentwood. It consists of a small group who
retain the name Age Concern.
The brief history is that we were conceived with a
much longer title; it was formed to assist the elderly in
Brentwood. Normally. groups would have a local
group, a County office and a Headquarters so that
there is a structure. Age Concern just has individual
units.
A couple of years age it was planned to link up with
Help the Aged, this group also assists the aged
abroad. They got together and formed Age UK and
invited all the units to join them. Essex joined but we
stayed as we were. The main reason was that we did
not want to go through an examination every couple of
years- a bit like an Ofsted. Essex joined as they have a
Trading arm and it was necessary to be involved
commercially.
Our situation is that we have close relations with
Essex and any service they have we can introduce
people to them and any information they have is
available to us, so we get the best of both worlds.
So what do we do and how do we help older people?
Our main groups are the clubs, groups, and
associations within the borough.
We support them within the clubs with financial help
purchasing items such as board games etc; help with
transport to events and running lunches. We organise
outings like visits to Dickens World and Audley End
House and grounds. The outings we try to keep within
an hours travel, picking them up in town and
transporting them, there is a cream tea in the
afternoon before their return.

At Christmas time we have a Carol service at the
Christ Church in Warley with refreshments
afterwards, they are picked up and then returned
home by Taxi with a Christmas present and a card.
This does several things: helps them remember the
old days of a carol service, gives them an outing and
get a small present and Christmas card. Essential for
those without families.
Previously we installed 11 dishwashers in sheltered
homes, as age creeps on and we don’t see so well.
We helped Anchor, now Papworth Trust with cash for
the gardening and home help services, but the pitiful
returns on our investments manage to stop that.
What we can’t do is to provide visits to their home, do
housework or take them to appointments like
hospitals etc; but we do have a massive amount of
information and should you want a small job done
then we have a phone number, 0127703003336543 or 01277-225352 if the task is a
large one than we have a number to ring for a builder,
plumber etc; who has been vetted and you can feel
safe to open your door to.
We meet every quarter at the Chichester House and
every one is welcome, the next is January 23rd where
we are serving refreshments, so put that date in your
diary. If you have need of more information ring Ken
on 01277-810455
Ken Wright
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Recycling in Essex
Latest figures show that Essex households are
recycling and composting more than ever before.
Nearly 52% of household waste is now being recycled
or composted, an increase of around 2% from last
year.
The impressive recycling rate of 51.95%, for the year
ending March 2012, demonstrates how Essex
residents have embraced the new recycling services
that have been introduced by Essex Councils,
committing themselves to high recycling. It is
expected that the recycling rate will continue to
increase further once these new services have been
running for a full year.
The County Council and the district and borough
councils will be building on this success by
continuing to work closely together to develop new
and existing services to ensure recycling
opportunities are accessible to all.
Not only is less waste being sent to landfill, but the
total amount of household waste being produced by
Essex households is also reducing. In the most
recent 12 months the amount of waste generated
has reduced by almost 10,000 tonnes,
approximately 1.5%.
County Councillor Kevin Bentley, Cabinet Member for
Economic Development, Waste & Recycling said: “It
is very encouraging to see that our recycling rate has
increased again. I would like to thank our residents
for taking the time to recycle as much as they can,
and our local councils for the hard work they are
putting in.

“The hard work however does not end here. Last year
we spent £18.42m on landfill tax, so we all need to try
and reduce the amount of rubbish we produce and
recycle as much as we can so this money can be
invested in services within Essex. We will continue to
provide first class recycling services as we strive for
continuous improvement.”
Cllr Mike Steptoe, Chairman of the Essex Waste
Member Partnership Board said “The continued
improvement in recycling levels across Essex is a
momentous achievement for the Essex Waste
Partnership. High recycling and composting is key to
the delivery of the Essex Waste Strategy and these
latest figures demonstrate that the new recycling
services being delivered within Essex have been met
with enthusiasm by Essex residents, who are now
recycling more than ever before.”

From The Editor
Although published by Herongate and Ingrave Village
Appraisal Group on behalf of the Parish Council, the
Village Newsletter is totally unbiased. We are unable
to guarantee that the contents are accurate; please
check where possible with organisers of events. We
are unable to take responsibility for the services and
goods offered by our sponsoring advertisers.
The Editor, Herongate & Ingrave Newsletter,
editors-H&Inews@herongateandingravepc.org.uk
Phone: Jennie Penkul 811813
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KEEPING BEEZZZY,

The Journal of an Ingrave Beekeeper
I was planning a new hobby for my retirement and said
“Do you know what I fancy?” Hubby looked up quickly,
hopefully. “A bee hive.” I announced.
The back door slammed as he marched out.
Disappointment? Maybe, though he knows me too
well. My ideas usually mean more work for him. I might
be retiring, but he wasn’t. I watched him scamper off
to the greenhouse.
Why beekeeping? You’ve probably seen the same TV
programmes as me, telling us how the bee population
has suffered and declined; how we risk poor harvests
or lose plant species, let alone a severe lack of honey.
Experts say we should all keep bees again. Fired up I
broached the bee topic again. “No way” he said, but I
knew he meant ‘yes’. After all, 40 years of marriage
teaches you how to translate.
Within a month we had enrolled at our local
beekeeping club. As associate members we got to
know a little about beekeeping without actually having
bees, for a reduced membership fee too. So before we
committed ourselves to time and money we gained
some idea of the suitability of this hobby for me, er, I
mean us.
It wasn’t long before Hubby warmed to the idea.
Beekeeping seemed interesting. There was a wobble
though, when a guest speaker showed us the Flying
Scotsman model he’d made from beeswax. Hubby
nearly died of fright. “Surely you don’t…” he gasped.
“No, I said, well not yet anyway”. We signed onto a
beginners Beekeeping course via our club. It involved
visiting an apiary weekly, opening hives, handling
bees, lighting the smoker (never first time!), spotting
the queen (needle in a haystack!), and, importantly,
good bee-husbandry. Husbandry! Calm down my
darling, this doesn’t mean you. The course was well
organised, very, very informative, and started us
towards parenting 20,000 or more bees in no time at
all. By August 2010 we had a hive full of bees and
many books to read during the approaching winter
months.
There is a great temptation when the bees first arrive,
to keep opening the hive to have a look. Bees hunker
down in winter, there is little food to forage and it’s too

cold to fly. So my first big task was to make and
gradually feed sugar syrup – 40lbs of it - to the bees
to build up their food store. This meant dressing up in
bee suit, veil, gloves, and wellies. Feeding, fortunately
gave me the perfect excuse to fiddle and meddle, and
of course I could practice the techniques learnt on the
course. Something else was needed too, to treat the
colony against Verroa disease. Verroa is responsible
for wiping out many colonies throughout this country;
prevention is vital. Work permitting Hubby came to
the hive with me, checking for a healthy, plentiful
brood, evidence the queen was doing her stuff. Not
that we saw the queen, among so many look-alike
bees it isn’t easy.
Winter 2010 set in early and icily. Though bees make
their own central heating we did worry about cold
days and freezing nights, so Hubby laid turfs on the
hive roof as insulation. Norway gave us this idea, turfs
are used in abundance on rooftops of houses and
barns and Norway winters are exceptionally cold. A
woodpecker deterrent was added too, made from
black plastic bags. Eventually oxalic acid treatment
was applied another disease preventative; then the
hive was closed until Spring.
Boy did Hubby worry. Throughout those snowy icy
weeks he often phoned from the office to ask “Do you
think the bees are warm enough?”
“Well I feel cold today...” I said.
“Should I put more insulation on do you think?”
“On me?”
“No dear, the hive, the bees” I smiled secretly;
see I was right he’d get used to the idea of keeping
bees.
We were rewarded with a warm sunny spring. There
was brood aplenty, clinging to walls, the mesh floor
and within foundation. The baby-house was brimming
and we needed another hive, so ordered online.
Apparently half the world ordered too because the
delayed delivery meant we were in for a panic. Away
visiting friends in the Midlands we got a call - “your
bees have escaped”. A swarm! We had been warned
it could happen, but this early?
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We were shocked. Our bees, those well fed, warmlyhoused little creatures had absconded. And we were
without a spare hive. Thankfully Jim our mentor
helped, lending us a brood box; then to catch a
swarm. We’d read to expect a round bee-mass, but
found instead a 4m long wooden plank, triple lined
with bees. A buzzing, throbbing army of honeymakers! How do we gather this lot up? We placed a
box over part of the line-up. Some bees crawled in,
leaving thousands more outside. I thought putting
one of the hive supers, wet with honey, next to the
line-up might lure them back into it. It didn’t. Now
good beekeepers out there might be shouting by now.
I know I know it was the wrong thing to do because
the bees follow the queen and she wasn’t in the
super, but well as I said earlier I get ideas now and
then and… Well I threw a gardening fleece over the
area thinking it would contain them better, but
instead they went wild, I mean crazy wild.
In the end donning gloves, fleece removed and bees
calmer, I scooped up as many as I could by hand and
into the box. (Bees feel warm when you put your
hands into the middle of them). Smugly we stood
back pleased with our success; old hands now, we
had over-wintered, and de-swarmed. Yet still without
a new hive and thinking ahead, we bought a
polystyrene brood box. What more could happen
now? Well, I’ll tell you they swarmed again two weeks
later. This time they did form a ball, in a blackberry
hedge on the farmers field that lay beyond a barbedwired fence.
You may be wondering by now how my hubby is. I
mean he was reluctant to start with - then there was
the hive to build and frames to pin together. There
was the smoker to battle with and the bee-suits to be
bothered with, sugar syrup to make and, up to now,
no honey to show for our labours. Perhaps it’s the Boy
Scout thing lingering in distant memory, or the
adventure of clambering over barbed wire in a beecome-space suit imagining he’s a Star Trek crew
member, or maybe the thrill of getting his babies
home safe and well, but he appeared to actually
enjoy all of this. I looked on lovingly as he clambered
over hedge and wire. I was proud of him as he

reached into the blackberry bush to shake the hell out
of it, dropping bees into my waiting box. He brushed
aside the thorns scratching and snagging, and even
gallantly helped me climb back to safety carrying the
now full box, encouraging me gently with “Careful
dear, don’t drop the bees”. What more could a lady
beekeeper ask for?
Helen Kingford
More to come …..

Information Please
In order to make this newsletter and the parish
council website as up to date, useful and interesting
we really need the help of you, our residents, to keep
us informed of the news and activities of village
groups and societies. We would also like to hear
about your personal stories and achievements, for
example celebrations such as golden weddings, new
births, exam successes, hobbies etc. This newsletter
is all about the place in which we are fortunate to live
and the people who live here, making our
community.
The editors are very grateful to those who submit
features and photographs and we warmly encourage
members of the public to get involved. Please send
your features to the address above.
We do not have a deadline for the next newsletter,
however we anticipate it will be printed in April or
May 2013. All news articles, especially information
about activities and events held by local groups will
be submitted to the webmaster for inclusion in the
parish council website and if you request we will put
the information onto Herongate and Ingrave
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Could you help the Papworth Trust by
giving up some of your spare time?

Free loft and Cavity wall Insulation
limited time only

We are looking for volunteers to support our
customers in your local area. We have plenty of roles
for you to get involved in, working directly with our
customers or supporting our staff. Any time you can
give would be a real help.
Our current Volunteer roles available in your
community include:
Handyperson role - covering areas in Basildon,
Harlow, Brentwood and other local areas you will
carry out small repairs in our disabled customer’s
homes, with full support from our team. You will
need your own transport
Donation Box collectors – you could either collect
money with a collection tin at local supermarkets or
take charge of a few collection tins located in shops,
cafes and restaurants, ensuring they are checked
regularly, clean and emptied.
Volunteers make a big difference to the service we
provide for our customers. If you would like to join us
and help in your community please get in touch for
more information.
We pay out of pocket expenses and you will be
trained for your role. Staff will provide you with
support. All we ask from you is your time to help
others.
For more information please contact Christian
Cornforth, Acting Volunteer Programme Manager on
(01480)
357200
o r
email
volunteering@papworth.org.uk.
You can also view all volunteering opportunities on

The Brentwood Borough Council backed scheme
Herts Essex Energy Partnership (HEEP) is offering all
residents in the Brentwood Council Area FREE*
cavity wall insulation and loft insulation, regardless
of their financial situation.
Funding for free Insulation is limited and will end
this year.* Make sure you don’t miss out, by calling
today to book your free no obligation survey.
You can save around £300† on your energy bills
every year, simply by having your loft and cavity walls
insulated. Works usually take less than one day to
complete and will be free of charge.*
By booking your free no obligation survey you will
ensure a fully accredited installer from the Council
backed scheme HEEP will visit your home to check it
is suitable for insulation.
Call the council backed scheme HEEP
on freephone 0800 980 6026
today to make sure you get your loft and cavity walls
insulated free of charge. Don’t miss out!
* All offers are subject to a technical survey, qualifying
criteria, council approval and available funding.
† Calculations based on figures from The Energy Saving
Trust about savings following installation of energy
efficiency measures.

HERONGATE VILLAGE STORE And POST OFFICE
General Store

Opening Times

Post Office

Off Licence

General Store

Travel Money

Newsagents

Mon-Fri 6am to 7pm

Insurance

Stationery
Cash Machine
Photocopier

Sat– 6am to 5.30pm
Sun– 7am to 1pm

Post Office
Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm

Personal Banking
Home Phone
Broadband
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Photography Project
In this most exceptional year for our two villages we would like to collect an album of photographs for our
museum and for use on the Parish website.
Obviously the celebrations associated with the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the Olympic Torch Relay may be a
focus for many of the pictures but any photographs that could, together, build to a lasting record of Ingrave and
Herongate in 2012, would be invaluable. Don’t forget to include your pictures of the tree plantings for the
Diamond Jubilee Orchard
Please don’t limit yourselves to views of the villages and the various events; your family and friends’
celebrations will be equally interesting in the years to come.
Once you have selected the pictures, please contact the Museum Committee on email address
ihmuseum@hotmail.co.uk to arrange for the handover. The original photos will, of course, still remain yours but
we do ask that you give us permission to use copies in the museum and on the Parish website.
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