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Welcome to the third issue of the parish newsletter.  As the last newsletter was 
delivered I was reflecting on how little news there is to report on in the parish 
and was wondering what could be written about in the issue 3. A loud crash 
disturbed this thought; two cars had collided at the junction of Rectory Lane and 
Brentwood Road. This was the second crash in exactly the same place and of the 
same kind, within ten days. Fortunately as far as I’m aware no one was seriously 
hurt in either case. Several of us locals came out and did some amateur traffic 
control until the emergency services arrived. 

Shortly after, we had the ‘flood of Herongate’, when the mains water burst, 
spectacularly flooding from the Cricket Green down past the Village Stores and 
threatened to wash mud and silt into the homes of Hernshaw. We rushed out in 
our wellies, armed with a camera to record the moment. Since then many of us 
have been subjected to the disruptions of the laying of new water mains in 
Herongate,  bringing planned and unplanned water stoppages and traffic delays 
along with muddy roads and footpaths.  

The highlight for me of local news was the day not long after the car crash, when 
the Metropolitan Police arrived in force, in four vehicles, in Rectory Lane and had 
a man handcuffed in the entrance to the allotments. I went off to the shops 
trying not to look too interested. On my return the man had been taken away, but 
the car he had been driving was still there with two police officers guarding it. I 
called out and offered them a cup of coffee as they had been there for several 
hours by this time. They asked me if I would like to see what was in the car and 
reassured me it was ‘nothing sinister’. There in the open boot were two carrier 
bags stuffed full of used notes, some £250,000 they told me. Apparently the 
driver had not been wearing a seatbelt and as they went to stop him to speak to 
him about this, his driving became increasingly erratic and I presume a chase 
ensued in the Met district which finally ended in Herongate.  This was news right 
on my doorstep! 

Continued  page 13 
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Parish Council Information  

New Councillors 

Roger Watkins and Rev. Paul Hamilton  

We have two new councillors who have 
recently been co-opted on to the Parish 
Council. Many of you will know Rev. Paul 

Hamilton who needs little introduction. We asked 
Roger Watkins to introduce himself to us: Roger, a 
former Fleet Street journalist, has lived in the parish 
for the past 30 years and worked for the Daily Express 
in its London, Manchester and Glasgow offices. He 
was also editor of the Brentwood Gazette series from 
2000 to 2005 and was editor in chief of Northcliffe 
Media’s operation in Kent and Sussex before his 
retirement in 2007. 

His wife, Carol, was director of the Development Trust 
of Saint Francis Hospice until she retired in 2005. The 
couple have three daughters and four grand children. 

Roger, who has also been a lecturer at Harlow College 
and has written about classical music for national 
newspapers and specialist magazines, says: “I am 
glad of the opportunity to contribute to the wellbeing 
of a community which we have grown to love.” 

A happy new year to all residents of Herongate and 
Ingrave. Like most people, I think, I am looking 
forward to a better financial year with increased work 
opportunities.  
For the Parish Council it has been a busy winter. The 
dominating event has probably been the return of the 
planning application at Hillcrest Nursery. We have a 
planning team, who on behalf of residents put up 
strong objections after information gained from the 
public meetings. In addition we engaged the services 
of a professional consultant who also provided 
excellent technical support. However, just prior to the 
deciding meeting another application for five dwellings 
was received, I believe the response from our 
extended planning team will be just as robust. Should 
you be interested or have comments please contact 
one of us or write directly to the borough planning 
officer.  
I trust you all enjoyed the Christmas tree and lights, it 
was a shame about the rain on lighting up day but it 
once again provided some colour to the village over 
the festive period. As did the snow! With cold spells 
becoming once again a feature the parish council has 
teamed up with our country’s cold weather specialist 
forces the Royal Marines to provide a basic guide of 
how to survive in cold weather - more on this 
elsewhere. We are also preparing a plan for other 
such "emergencies" and will in the future be seeking 
information from residents to include in that plan. The 
latter half of the year brought a number of changes at 
the borough with a considerable change in staffing; as 
a consequence the parish council believe that a few 
joint projects will now be further in the future.  
On a closing note it is budget setting time for us. In 
recognition of the economic climate we are seeking to 
provide a percentage drop in your parish precept this 
year. This will in no circumstances pay for your home 
improvements but may buy a coffee or half pint of 
beer in one of the locals. Once again, happy New Year.   
Alan Marsh 
Correspondence for the Parish Council: 
Mrs Tracey Oliver Parish Clerk 
21 Common Road, Ingrave,CM13 3QL 
Telephone: 07942 345042  

Www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk 

Your Parish Councillors are as follows. 

Mr Alan Marsh 812115 Chairman 
Mr David Harman 812177 Vice Chairman 
Mr Marian Bianek 811349  
Mr Alan Bayless 810196  
Mrs Sheila Murphy 811543  
Mrs Kelly Pegram 811682  
Mr Stewart Theobald 811682 
Mr Roger Watkins 810469 
Rev Paul Hamilton 812190 
 
 
District Councillors 
Mr Gordon Maclellan 810945 
Mrs Linda Golding 810531 
County Councillor 
Mr John Roberts 225039 

Details of Parish Council Meetings are listed in the 
Village Diary section of this newsletter. 
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Emergency Planning Scheme 

 

The Parish Council are investigating the development 
of a scheme that could help residents cope with 
emergency situations.  We have seen two very good 
examples of the type of emergency that can arise 
recently; first, with the flooding caused by a burst 
water main and then, the recent snow falls. 

It is envisaged that assistance could range from the 
provision of advice to prepare for possible problems 
through to arranging direct support in reaction to an 
actual emergency.  Relatively ordinary events can 
sometimes leave homes without heating, clean water, 
the ability to replenish food supplies or medicines, 
even protection from the weather.  The length of time 
that emergency situations last and the vulnerability of 
the residents affected are major factors as to 
whether people can “muddle through” without 
outside help. 

At this stage in the investigation into the practicality 
and desirability of such a scheme, the views of 
people from the two villages would be very welcome.  
If you have experienced particular problems but 
found an absence of help or have ideas that might be 
useful, please let the Parish Council know. 

David Harman 

Planning Application on land Adjacent to Hillcrest 
Nursery  

On Wednesday 13th January 2010 the Planning 
Committee of Brentwood Borough Council 
unanimously rejected application BRW/703/2009 for 
the building of 44 retirement service flats  

 

on the above site. delivered by the Village Appraisal 
Team. A new application has been received and by the 
time you read this newsletter you should have 
received a flyer produced by the Parish Council. This  
application is for five large executive houses on the 
same site and has the reference BRE/11/2010. 
Letters of objection needed to be received by the 
Planning Department at Brentwood Borough Council 
before 9th February 2010, however if you have missed 
this deadline then it still may be worth writing. This 
proposal is for a Green Belt site and, if granted would 
open up the possibility for development of many other 
such pockets of Green Belt land in and around our 
parish. You may not be aware of these small parcels 
of land that are currently owned by developers who 
are waiting for a precedent to be set and opportunity 
for them to capitalise on their investments.  

Some 120 people wrote to object to the plans for the 
retirement flats and the Planning Department are 
heavily influenced by such strong demonstrations of 
local feelings. We may need to continue to defend our 
Green Belt land time and again from such plans and 
we hope that those who feel strongly about such 
developments and precedents being set, continue to 
write to the Council. Our Village Appraisal showed that 
92% of those residents who responded (80% of 
homes responded) did not want any major 
developments in the parish. 

    

All planning matters can be viewed and commented 
on at www.brentwood.gov.uk 

 

 

 
HERONGATE VILLAGE STORE And POST OFFICE 

General Store 

Off Licence 

Newsagents 

Stationery 

Cash Machine 

Photocopier 

Dry Cleaning 

Post Office 

Travel Money 

Insurance 

Personal Banking 

Home Phone 

Broadband 

Herongate Village Store and Post Office, 156 Brentwood Road, Herongate, Brentwood, CM13 3PD  Tel-01277 810266 

Opening Times 

General Store 

Mon-Fri 6am to 7pm 

Sat– 6am to 5.30pm 

Sun– 7am to 1pm 

Post Office 

Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm 

Sat– 9am to 12.30pm 

Planning Applications 

http://www.brentwood.gov.uk�
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PCSO Matthew Grimwood                                 

A happy new year to you all.  
Crime is down for the second month in a row which is 
great. Unfortunately there has been a house burglary 
in Ingrave recently and burglaries have been the main 
problem for Brentwood District and Essex in general. 
Please keep everything locked and out of sight and 
keep an eye out for anyone acting suspiciously. 
If you have any problems or just want a chat please 
feel free to contact me. I also have some home 
security freebies available. See my full contact details 
in the services section of this newsletter. 
The dates for Police meetings are in the diary pages of 
this newsletter. 
 
PCSO Matthew Grimwood 
07896 871008 
Matthew.Grimwood@essex.pnn.police.uk 

 
In January we were delighted to welcome 15 new 
children to our Reception Class who very quickly 
settled into school life and already feel very much part 
of the team. 

The year started with the additional excitement of the 
snow and the fun of building snowmen in the 
playground – not something the children get to 
experience all that often. It was a super way to start 
the year. 

This term the children will have the opportunity to take 
part in a Bollywood Dance Day and enjoy a Chinese 
Lion Dance demonstration, as well as visits to various 
places, like The British Museum and of course, 
Thorndon Country Park. 

School life continues to flash past, each day filled with 
lots of fun activities and events. 

Don’t forget that if you want to keep up with our 
school news on a more regular basis, why not visit our 
website – www.ingravejohnstone.ik.org  

Wishing you all a Happy and Prosperous 2010 

Ann Robinson 

Headteacher 

 

INGRAVE JOHNSTONE SCHOOL ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISER 

Next collection 28th April 2010!  

Twice a year, we ask our school community (and you?) to clear out their cupboards and wardrobes.   
We are after as many quality second hand ladies, men’s and children’s clothing, as well as bedding, 
curtains, soft toys, shoes, belts and handbags as we can get.  

All items are for RE-USE! 

For details about the company (not charity) and how the fundraising works, please visit their website 
www.bag2school.com.  

This is an easy way for us to raise funds. In April we are hoping to take this idea of recycling/
fundraising a bit wider into the local community.  

On Tuesday the 27/04/10 the school grounds are opened to drop off re-useable items between 
15:30 and 18:30 in Bag2School- or black bin bags 

Please do not drop off before or leave at school gate. 

Why not help us, raise valuable funds for our local school! 

Ingrave Johnstone School News  

http://www.ingravejohnstone.ik.org�
http://www.bag2school.com�
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Let me introduce myself. My name is Judith Maizel-
Long, and I am now the Methodist minister for St 
Andrew’s, Herongate, the white painted wooden 
church at the junction of Billericay Road and 
Brentwood Road. I am not a stranger to Herongate, as 
my in-laws used to live here until recently. 

What would you find if you were to come to us on a 
Sunday morning? Laughter and friendship before and 
after the service. A quiet, thoughtful service for 
intelligent people, with hymns on the organ. A 
peaceful time to get off the treadmill and think about 
deeper values. A time of spiritual refreshment before 
the coming week. A light, warm and attractive place. 
Tea, coffee and more laughter among friends after the 
service. People of all kinds, shapes and colours are 
welcome.  

People have some strange impressions of what 
Methodists stand for. It is decades since it was 
obligatory to be teetotal, though we do urge 
moderation, and don’t encourage gambling. 
Mainstream Christianity is what we teach, and apply 
thoughtfully to current issues in life and in the world. 
We pray for people in need and are more than willing 
to pray for any local need that is brought to our 
attention. It fits our experience that when someone or 
some situation is prayed for, things begin to change. 
When there is an urgent need, like the Haiti 
earthquake, we make a collection and do what we 
can. We also offer a sense of belonging in the 
community, with new friends to be made, and shared 
values of mutual respect for all God’s children. 

St Andrews is a pretty little church for the rites of 
passage in life – baptisms, weddings, and indeed 
funerals. You will find that the setting and atmosphere 
are much better than larger, more impersonal and 
more expensive places. Any local person can request 
such events – you don’t have to be a member of this 
church.  

You can ‘try us out’ any Sunday morning at 10.30, 
with no further obligation.  

At your service, 

Rev. Judith 

01277 62085 

St Andrews Church Hall is available for lettings. 

For more information 

Please contact Douglas Hibbard 811795 

 
 

 

St Andrew’s Herongate News 



 

6 

X3 Coach Service 

This service runs from Grays, via Basildon Hospital 
and Station to Herongate, Brentwood, Ongar and 
Stansted Airport. 

This will also link to Ipswich. The new timetable can be 
seen at www.airportbycoach.com and go to the X3 
Service page. If you want to hop on the bus in 
Herongate and go to Basildon or Basildon hospital the 
costs are: Adult Return £6, Adult Single, £4, Child 
Return £4 and Child Single £3. 

This is therefore a quick and economical service for 
those visiting people who are in the hospital. You do 
not need to book on line for this hop on service but 
spaces are subject to seats being available. 

Vic Davis 

Cricket Club 

We have an exciting season coming up. For 160 years  
cricket has been played on the Green and we will be 
celebrating with a "Cricket Week" starting on 5th July. 
There will be matches played most days on the Green, 
including our Ladies Match on Friday 9th July and 
culminating in our Fete which will be held on Sunday 
11th July. This  will coincide with the World Cup Final.   

Our ever-popular "Concert On The Common" will be 
held on Friday 11th June with our very own Neil 
Patrick heading the cabaret.  

Cricket wise, we will be enhancing our practice 
facilities this year, as we have been awarded a very 
generous grant to enable us to buy a bowling 
machine. This will be a great asset to the club and we 
are hoping it will help us attract new players.  

Two of our young cricketers have this year passed 
level 2 coaching courses which will be a great benefit 
to the club.  

This year we will press on with minor decoration to the 
club house, while we still keep in mind our ultimate 
goal which is to build a completely new clubhouse.  

Breaking News......  

We will be holding an Adult Comedy Night at 
Herongate Football Club on Friday 26th February to try 
and raise some funds for the club.  

ALL INVITED  Tickets £10.  

01277 814512 ..........07855 254059 

Coach Service 

Bespoke Bedrooms, Kitchens and Home Offices 

Established 1987 

Jason Boswell 
125 Billericay Road 
Herongate, CM13 3SB 
Mobile:  07850 682757 
Home:    01277 810190 
Tel/ Fax: 01708 220757 
 

Boswells Fitted Furniture Ltd    

http://www.airportbycoach.com�
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Transport 

Dear Samantha Jane, 
Sorry I have not replied to your comments about the 
565 bus route I am now not a councillor but I will give 
you my views on what has happened and hopefully 
what will happen. I understand after the last 
newsletter every thing went wrong with the 565 and I 
had a lot of complaints about buses not running and 
being late.  
I took all these complaints to Essex County Council, a 
person called Charm Hobbs, as this bus route is paid 
for by county. She told me I was not the only one to 
complain, there is a lot that they can do to give this 
service to another bus company which is currently up 
for renewal.  
Cllr Murphy and I attended a Bus and Rail Meeting 
and put a good case for changing from Regal to 
another more locally based company. Then if a bus 
broke down the problem could be put right more 
quickly.  Unless people complain to Essex County 
Council about Regal, nothing will be done. When I was 
a Parish Cllr I used to go on the 565 Bus Service to 
see what was wrong with it. One issue was they could 
not get a driver that they could use to also provide a 
Sunday service. Perhaps with the help of our local 
councillors and if other locals complain to County 
about problems with this service it might help resolve 
the situation.  
It was nice to get someone of your age taking an 
interest in the village news letter.  Again I am sorry I 
did not reply sooner but some days I cannot sit for 
very long, many thanks  
Vic Davis. ex Cllr 
 

If you have a complaint about a local bus service then 
you can contact  

Essex County Council by email: 
contract.managementteam@essex.gov.uk  

Or on 08457 430430  

Ask for Contract Management and Passenger 
Transport 

Or write to: PTCC Contract Management, 

Essex County Council, County Hall, 

Market Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 1QH 

 

I would like to respond to the comments made about 
the 565 Regal Bus service, in the last newsletter. 
The drivers are very friendly, particularly to the elderly 
customers, but aside from that I couldn't disagree 
more. Over the last few years I have lost count of how 
many times I have waited for the 565 to Brentwood, to 
no avail. Very frequently it arrives late, or doesn't 
arrive at all. I have phoned Regal Busways a number 
of times, but have only ever managed to leave a 
message on a machine, which has then not been 
answered. 
The timetable of the service is ridiculous, (particularly 
twice a day when it detours to Sawyers Hall College); 
thereby causing it to run at infrequent times, as well 
as completely missing out the high street and station. 
This of course means that anyone who may have 
difficulties walking is left to struggle. However, Regal 
Bus are not necessarily at fault, as it is the council 
who is responsible for this service. We are fortunate 
that we have any service at all, but if it was properly 
planned it would be more reliable and useful. More 
people would be inclined to use it which would have 
env i ronmenta l  and  f inanc ia l  benef i t s .  
Does anyone else have any thoughts on this subject? 

Samantha-Jane Farnsworth 

Dear Editor 

mailto:contract.managementteam@essex.gov.uk�
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HILLCREST NURSERIES has been established in the 
village since 1953 and continues in business owned 
by Sally Ward and her partner Les Belcher. We 
continue to provide helpful service and advice, while 
growing and selling a very extensive range of all kinds 
of garden plants. 

Although a developer is currently interested in our 2 
acres of presently uncultivated adjacent land, this will 
not affect the land that the nursery operates from, and 
future expansion remains possible 

Dates for summer Coach Trips to visit gardens and 
Hampton Court Flower Show will be available from the 
beginning of March, please call in to the nursery for a 
leaflet 

We take this opportunity to wish all our customers, old 
and new 

A Very Happy New Gardening Year.  
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Mindfulness in the village 

You may have heard about, read in the press or seen 
on TV recently about Mindfulness.  

Are you curious about this practice? Would you like to 
find out more? If so we are offering an opportunity to 
do just that for free! 

This will be a taster session during which you will be 
able to experience the calm and peaceful atmosphere 
which Mindfulness based practice can create, both in 
the environment and within yourself. This is not a 
strange cult like group. We have found this practice 
helpful, and wish to share it with anyone else who may 
also gain from it. At no point will you be asked to join a 
religious group or pay for further sessions.  

There will be plenty of opportunity to ask questions, 
and there will be time to chat to other participants 
over refreshments. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

For more information, contact 

Jenny: 077036 23334 

Sandy: 01268 418624 

Village History Group 

The next meeting of the History Group will be at 
2.30pm on 11th March 2010 at St Andrews Church 
Hall. You are most welcome to come along and share 
memories, a cup of tea and a cake. For more informa-
tion please contact Vic on 810318 
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Wayne Scott Foster 

12.05.76 to 17.11.09 
Wayne lived with us in the village from time to time. 
He got on well with neighbours and enjoyed bringing 
his son to play at the playing field. He was a tyre & 
exhaust fitter by trade and passionate about Liverpool 
FC, was an Oasis number one fan (would sing and play 
Wonderwall on his guitar till 3am sometimes!) and 
had the hots for Cheryl Cole! 

Wayne would be the first on the scene if anyone had a 
problem and was always happy to help. But his happy 
go lucky manner masked the deep depression he was 
prone to suffer from. We take comfort that he is finally 
free of that. 

He leaves behind his Mum and Step dad, his 8 year 
old son, four brothers and a sister who all miss him so 
much, because he is, and always will be ....Our Wayne. 

‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’ 

Sue and Dennis Hodges 

 



 

11 

 

Laurie Lilian Clark (nee Lucas) 28th February 
1939 to 23rd September 2009. Laurie started life 
living in Brentwood with her parents Lilian and 
David Lucas in a flat above Larry Morgan’s Photo 
and Bicycle shop, her younger brother Richard 
arrived some years later. Her maternal 
grandfather was Monty Swift, a well known local 
builder in our parish with a family line going back 
many years in this area. She was evacuated to 
Durham in the war. Afterwards she attended 
Coptfold Road Infants School and then moved on 
to Doddinghurst Road Senior School. After leaving 
school she worked as a nanny to the Bullman 
family, she loved their children very much and 
they called her Nanny Lol. In 1959 she married 
Dennis Clark and the couple moved to Grays. 

Then along came the kids; Trudy, Richard and 
Susan. There were many happy years spent as a 
family in Grays. Her marriage to Dennis ended in 
the late 70’s and she moved to live with her 
mother Lilian and her stepfather Tom in Park 
Lane, Herongate. Here a relationship blossomed 
with Bill Craig. During these years Laurie and Bill 
travelled across most of Europe, Canada and the 
US. In 1982 age 44 Laurie realised she was 
pregnant again, this time with Liam. Throughout 
Liam’s childhood Lol never let her age hold her 
back, for example, she was always at the front of 
the queue holding a rounders bat at parents 
sports days. She continued to work within the 
care sector into her 60’s at Heron Court Nursing 
Home and caring for a number of elderly 

members of the village community.  Her family 
have many wonderful memories of her great 
sense of humour, spirit of adventure and the love 
she gave and shared with them. Laurie lived life 
to the full, for all it was and for the moment. In 
February 2009 she celebrated her 70th birthday 
with friends and family and was given the bumps! 
Laurie, Lol, mum, Lol-Nan was one of the best. 
None of her family or friends will ever forget her. 
 
Laurie was the only person actually named in the 
responses to the village appraisal, I was very 
touched when I read her stepfather, Tom’s 
comments about how much she did for him, how 
grateful he was and how much she meant to him. 
JP 
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Clubs Activities and Services 

Herongate Cricket Club 

herongateandingravecc@googlemail.com 

Herongate Athletic Football Club 

Contact Gary Duck on 07717 756748  

www.clubwebsite.co.uk/herongateathletic 

 
Body Moves  

Contact Chris 01277 211050 

Trail Net  

www.trailnet.org.uk or Phone 811012 

Dance Fitness  

Contact Debbie Harper 810596 

Yoga Classes 

Contact Dulcie Antrobus 810947 

Jackie Dartnell’s Theatre School   

Contact Jackie Dartnell on 01277 350746 

Systemeffect Russian Marital Art.  

Contact 812130  

Open Door  

Contact Pat Horton 810123 

Thorndon WI 

Contact Win Hammer 841309  

The Mothers Union  

Contact Caroline Lowe 810095. 

The Ladies Circle St Andrews Church 

St Andrews Church Hall 1st Thursday 2pm. 

The Bell Ringing  

Contact Caroline Lowe 810095 

 
 

The Mobile Library  

Visits the parish on alternate Mondays.  

It stops at Ingrave near to St Nicholas Church Hall at 
9.40-10.00am, moves on to Glebe Gardens 
Herongate from 10.15-10.35am then back to Middle 
Road Ingrave from 10.45 -11.15am. To check dates 
you can visit www.essexcc.gov.uk/libraries then 

go to the Mobile Library section and select Loughton 
week 1, which is our mobile library route. 

 
The Community Policing Rural Bus  

Every other Thursday between 1.00and 2.00pm.  

Contact PCSO Matthew Grimwood 

Police Community Support Officer (73906)  
Police Station, 4 London 
Road,Brentwood,Essex,CM14 4QJ (open 24 hours)  
Mobile: 07896 871008 PCSO Number: 0300 
3334444 Internal Ext: 75344 
Fax: 01277 260047 
Email: matthew.grimwood@essex.pnn.police.uk  
 
 
St Nicholas Church Ingrave 
Main service 9.30am Sunday 
Rev Paul Hamilton www.synicholasingrave.com 
812190 
 
St Andrews Church Herongate 
Main service  10.30am Sunday 
 
 
The Citizens Advice Bureau  

St Andrews Methodist Church. Booking for a 
consultation with one of their experts is essential.  

For booking and more information 

please phone 220248. 

 
Hall Bookings 

St Nicholas Church Hall Bookings: 

Rita Hodgson 811179 

St Andrews Church Hall Bookings: 

Douglas Hibbard 811795 

Football Club Hall bookings: 

Sue Tozer 07930 656 876 

mailto:herongateandingravecc@googlemail.com�
http://www.clubwebsite.co.uk/herongateathletic�
mailto:matthew.grimwood@essex.pnn.police.uk�
http://www.synicholasingrave.com�
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Continued from page 1 

If you run a group within the parish we would be very 
grateful if you would keep us posted with forthcoming 
dates and information so that this newsletter can be 
as informative and up to date as possible. We invite 
you to put pen to paper and help make this 
publication as information rich we can. For example, 
as you will see in this edition we have included 
obituaries and letters. We are very grateful to all those 
who have contributed and to our sponsoring 
advertisers. 

In future editions there will be more of our history as 
we have persuaded someone (who wishes to remain 
anonymous) to write a short occasional feature on the 
recent past.  Also, the Village Appraisal results told us 
that parish residents wanted more detailed 
information about the decisions and finances of the 
Parish Council along with more information about 
local planning issues. Our new councillor Roger 
Watkins has agreed to record this for us so that it can 
be printed here. Of course you can always view the PC 
minutes on the website.     .............................................. 
www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk 

Jennie Penkul 

Herongate Flood 2009 
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Village Diary Dates 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 
24th   7.15pm Parish Council Meeting St Andrews Church   

26th Cricket Club Annual Comedy Night  Football Club 814512 
27th   3.30 to 6.30pm Bags to School Collection Ingrave Johnstone School  

February  

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 

3rd Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall Win Hammer 841309 

16th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 
23rd  7.15pm Parish Council Meeting St Nicholas Church Hall   
27th Spring Flower Show St Nicholas Church Hall  

11th History Group St Andrews Church Hall Vic Davis 810318 

March 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 

7th Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall Win Hammer 841309 
13th 7 to 8 pm NAP ( Police Meeting ) St Nicholas Church Hall   
20th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 
28th  7.15pm Parish Council Meeting St Andrews Church   

2nd to 16th inc Easter Holiday Ingrave Johnstone School   

April 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 
5th Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall Win Hammer 841309 
8th May Fete  Ingrave Johnstone School   
18th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 

25th  7.15pm Parish Council Meeting AGM St Nicholas Church Hall   
31st to 4th June inc Whitsun Holiday Ingrave Johnstone School    

May 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 
2nd Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall Win Hammer 841309 
11th Concert on The Common Cricket Club 814512     or    0785524059 
15th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 

23rd  7.15pm Parish Council Meeting  St Andrews Church   

June 

July 
Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 

7th Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall Win Hammer 841309 

20th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 

23rd  7.15pm Parish Council Meeting  St Andrews Church   

22nd Last day of term Ingrave Johnstone School  

5th  Start of Cricket Week   

9th  Ladies Cricket Match Cricket Green  

11th  Fete  Cricket Green  
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Village Diary Dates 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 
4th Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall  Win Hammer 841309 
17th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall Pat Horton 810123 

August 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 

1st Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall  Win Hammer 841309 
4th  Flower Show Ingrave Johnstone School  
21st  Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall  Pat Horton 810123 
22nd  Parish Council Meeting St Andrews Herongate  

September 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 

6th Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall  Win Hammer 841309 

12th  7 to 8 pm NAP Police Meeting St Nicholas Church Hall   

19th  Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall  Pat Horton 810123 
26th  Parish Council Meeting St Nicholas Church Hall   

October 

Date / Time Activity Location  Contact Details 
3rd Thorndon WI St Nicholas Church Hall  Win Hammer 841309 
16th Open Door St Nicholas Church Hall  Pat Horton 810123 
24th Parish Council Meeting St Andrews Herongate   

November 

Although published by Herongate and Ingrave Village Appraisal Group on behalf of the Parish Council, the 
Village Newsletter is totally unbiased. We are unable to guarantee that the contents are accurate; please check 
where possible with organisers of events. We are unable to take responsibility for the services and goods 
offered by our sponsoring advertisers. 
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I was recently given a parcel of old papers by my 
uncle, Gil Reed who had for many years delivered the 
Herongate and Ingrave Preservation Society 
newsletter. To my surprise these copies dated back 
more than 20 years. Reading through these there 
were some striking similarities to what is happening in 
the parish in 2010. Ten years ago we were concerned 
about the recent ‘invasion’ of Button Common. 40 
caravans had moved on to the site, causing concerns 
to locals, late night noise, piles of rubbish and dogs 
running wild were just some of the problems at the 
time.  The dredging of the Boars Head and Peartrees 
Ponds was underway and tons of silt was shifted in 
huge lorries down to the bottom of Button Common, 
where it was deposited in a massive earth enclosed 
bund which was built there especially to take the 
waste. I remember thinking that the enormous gaping 
ruts in the grass verges and common land caused by 
the heavy vehicles would never recover. The residents 
living nearby, especially in the houses in Heron Chase 
and Heron Court, had to put up with a great deal of 
upheaval over those weeks. Peartrees Pond has 
recently undergone a further refurbishment and in 
Herongate, the ruts in the grass are gone and the 
Boars Head Pond is now about to burst into life as 
spring approaches. Last year we spotted a kingfisher 
flitting over the water; a rare sighting here. Then one 
day we found one alive but dazed in our greenhouse, 
we were able to pick it up and release it and it flew off 
safely, truly a very special ‘bird in the hand’. The one 
legged heron is here every day for a meal; does this 
bird visit your garden pond too? 

Back to the past, twenty years ago concerns were 
being raised for artefacts stored in the museum and a 
dehumidifier was purchased. Just last year the same 
subject arose at a parish council meeting and again a 
dehumidifier has been put in place to protect our 
history. On this subject a small dedicated team have 
been working to clean and organise the museum, 
even working in the cold weather we’ve had over the 
winter.  Some of the most precious treasures such as 
watercolour paintings have been temporarily removed 
for safe storage and repair. Well done to the 
volunteers for all that they have achieved already. 

Another similarity between now and 20 years ago is 
that back then concerns were being raised about 
‘activities in Thorndon South’.  It wasn’t made clear in 

A Parcel of History 

the newsletter, exactly what these activities were but 
I’m sure some of you will have better memories than 
me and I have a suspicion that the activities of 1999 
and 2000 were much the same as an ongoing 
problem which still occurs in the surrounding area. 
The similarity continues as recently we have heard 
about the problems with the weekend visitors who 
come enmasse to have a barbeque here. Thames 
Chase Forest was being planned at the time and 
apparently for three years we paid 20p per adult (in 
Community Charges) towards this scheme. 

Twenty years ago we were learning about the Roads 
for Prosperity White Paper which outlined the 
proposals for the Rayleigh Relief road. By this time our 
road was experiencing traffic not dissimilar to pre 
M25 levels of some 1100 vehicles an hour. Prior to 
the M25, the A128 was nose to tail with juggernauts, 
even worse than it is now when the M25 is shut. Peter 
‘Champion’ Stevens, who lived in Friars, tirelessly 
campaigned on our behalf for the building of the M25, 
believing that it that would afford the A128 more 
peace and safety. I recall as a teenager, being 
persuaded to be part of his team of helpers recording 
the licence plates of vehicles passing by his home. I 
presume that this data was correlated into a 
persuasive argument for our benefit.  In 2010 the 
local stretch of the M25 is being widened. From here 
on our mystery writer (from Ingrave) will take over the 
history section of this newsletter. 

Jennie Penkul 

Boars Head Pond Dredging  
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