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Interviews are taking place to find a new clerk to Herongate and Ingrave Parish
Council. Two people have applied for the post left vacant by the resignation of
Tracey Oliver for family reasons. A sub-committee of members under council vice
chairman David Harman will undertake the interviews and an appointment is
expected soon.
The part-time clerk plays a key role in the work of the parish council and grateful
thanks are due to Tracey for all her hard work. At the February meeting a £250
ex-gratia payment to her was agreed to recognise the extra work she undertook
on audits.
New councillor
Mrs Alison Thurgood, who lives in The Meadows and plays an active part in the
life of the two villages, has been co-opted on to the council. She replaces Marian
Bianek, who retired for health reasons last year.
Thorndon Gate hazard
Cllr Harman has taken the lead in alerting the Highways Authority to growing
unease about the junction of Thorndon Gate with the A128. Regular users will
know the difficulty experienced by drivers trying to turn on to the main road. In
particular, those turning left have to be very careful they have spotted vehicles in
the blind spot outside the almshouses before pulling out.
He said a young boy near the corner was inadvertently struck by the wing mirror
of a vehicle trying to execute this manoeuvre and was badly bruised and shaken
up. The potential danger had been exacerbated by increased use of the western
side of the road since the opening of the new pedestrian crossing.
Cllr Harman suggested that extending the pavement around the corner into
Thorndon Gate would help but he reported that highways officials said there
were no funds available to do this. They favoured cutting back the vegetation on
the corner to improve visibility which should improve the situation but not resolve
it .It was agreed to review the position in a year to see what effect this had had.
Emergency planning
The council, pursuing its aim to draw up a plan which could be used in the event
of an emergency or disaster, has consulted the borough, fire and rescue service
and, even, the Royal Marines. Now a small sub-committee of the parish council
is to seek advice from a prominent security and contingency planning expert who
happens to live in Ingrave and has agreed to help.
Council Tax Precept
It has been agreed that the parish council precept for 2011-12 is being reduced
by 50% on 2010-11 which was in itself £2 down on the previous year.
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Parish Council News
Localism Bill
Cllr Tony Sleep, from Brentwood Borough Council,
gave a brief outline to the council of the implications
of the Coalition government’s Localism Bill which is
an attempt to transfer power from central
government to communities. He said it was agreed
that there had been too much centralisation in the
past and the Bill would enable parish councils, such
as Herongate and Ingrave to determine their affairs
better. He asked the council to consider what
projects it wished to pursue. There will be further
consultation and liaison.
Grit bins
At long last, five dedicated bins for rock salt and grit
to treat roads affected by snow and ice have been
installed at various spots throughout the parish.
Regular readers will recall that the council ordered
the bins in November, 2009 and that delays in their
delivery at borough and county levels have been
reported regularly both at the council and in the
Village Newsletter.
Alas, their overdue arrival has upset some residents
who live in Thorndon Gate. Three attended the public
forum which preceded the council’s February meeting
to complain about the siting of one bin on the corner
of Thorndon Gate, near their homes, and the A128.
They claimed that positioning of the bin was
hazardous and that, because it was yellow, it was
unsightly. They suggested that it be moved around
the corner on the A128 and, perhaps, painted over to
make it less bright.
They also felt that they should have been consulted
about the siting of the bin.
The chairman Alan Marsh, who personally ensured
that grit provided by the council was spread at vital
spots in the parish, including Thorndon Gate, during
this winter’s snowfalls, said he visited every site
where bins have been located accompanied by a
county highways officer.
But he stressed that the decision over where the bins
could be placed was taken by the county. He told the
complainants that he was willing to discuss the
matter again with county officials and to see if the
bins could be painted a more subdued colour,
although he thought that, anyway, they would
weather quite quickly.
However, he said their siting had been previously
been discussed at great length. He told the residents
that reports of these discussion had been recorded in
council minutes, which were freely available, and in
the village newsletter. Dates of council meetings at
which decisions affecting parishioners are taken are
also well publicised on village notice boards etc and
before each meeting there is a public forum at which
villagers are encouraged to express their views.

All welcome
The public are always welcome at parish council
meetings. Thirty minutes are set aside at the start for
a forum at which issues may be raised.
Dates of meetings
Meetings scheduled for the rest of the year are: March
22 at St Nicholas church hall; April 27 at St Andrew’s
church hall; May 24 (AGM), St Nicholas; June 22, St
Andrew’s; July 26, St Nicholas; September 28, St
Andrew’s; October 25, St Nicholas; November 23, St
Andrew’s. All meetings start at 7.15pm.
Stay in touch
Details of the parish council’s work including contact
d et a i l s
m a y
b e
f o u n d
o n
www.herongateandingravepc.org.uk
Cllr Roger Watkins
Parish Council Contacts
Mr Alan Marsh
Mr David Harman

812115 Chairman
812177 Vice Chairman

Mr Alan Bayless
Mrs Sheila Murphy

810196
811543

Mrs Kelly Pegram
Mr Stewart Theobald

811682
811682

Miss Kirsty Marsh

812115

Mrs Alison Thurgood
District councillors

810960

Mr Gordon Maclellan
Mrs Linda Golding

810945
810531

County Councillor
Mr John Roberts

225039
From The Editor

Although published by Herongate and Ingrave Village
Appraisal Group on behalf of the Parish Council, the
Village Newsletter is totally unbiased. We are unable
to guarantee that the contents are accurate; please
check where possible with organisers of events. We
are unable to take responsibility for the services and
goods offered by our sponsoring advertisers.
The Editor , Herongate & Ingrave newsletter,
5 Heron Chase , Herongate, CM13 3PP
Email: editors-H&Inews@herongateandingravepc.org.uk
Phone : Jennie Penkul 811813
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From our new Parish Councillors
I have recently joined the Parish Council. I have lived
in the Village for 21 years and I attended Ingrave
Johnson School. I then went onto Shenfield High
School. I am a sociable person and I enjoy horse
riding, playing tennis and swimming. I decided to join
the Parish Council to utilize my spare time for the
benefit of the younger local community. I have so far
enjoyed my time on the Parish Council, it has been an
eye opener, and as a Council I hope that we can
manage to continue to do some good for our Villages.
Kirsty Marsh
I am married with two children and have lived in
Ingrave since 1994. My children attended Ingrave
Johnstone School and during that time I was a
member of the Parent's Association. I was therefore
involved in the many fundraising events which take
place in the villages in aid of the school.
I am keen to get more involved in village life and
pleased to have been given this opportunity to do so
through the Parish Council.
Alison Thurgood

Project Delivery Officer Wanted
The Parish Council are hoping to recruit a person who
will work for a few hours a month to support the work
they do, in particular to manage various projects
within the parish. If you are interested in this position
please apply to the parish council.

Clarke Dixon
solicitors
FRIENDLY AND COMPETITIVELY PRICED
You will deal only with an experienced solicitor.
Wills , Probate and Estate Administration.
Lasting Powers of Attorney and Court of Protection.

Home and evening visits at no extra cost.
Make your will and control how your wealth is shared.
Do not pay more Inheritance Tax than necessary.
Call Nathan on 07929 855638
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Crime Update
Our PCSO Matthew Grimwood has moved on to work
as the point of contact for Brentwood secondary
schools and the town patrol unit.
Our new PCSO Michael Janes writes,
I have been a Community Police Officer since 2003,
having policed within the Epping Forest District. I
moved to the Brentwood District in 2009 and have
been responsible for covering Brentwood Town
Centre. I look forward to meeting new residents and
local parish councillors for my new area and working
closely with all, to prevent and deal with any crime
being committed.
I am a great believer in Neighbourhood Watch and will
be actively promoting this throughout the ward. I will
be happy to give any crime prevention advice and can
always be contacted via e-mail or numbers shown
below.
Michael Janes 7662
Police Community Support Officer
West Hordon, Herongate and Ingrave D323B
Neighbourhood Policing Team ( western division )
Brentwood Police Station, 4 London Road, Brentwood,
Essex, CM144QJ Direct Dial 01277 266896 or
03003334444, ext :75344
E mail : michael.janes@essex.pnn.police.uk

In December there were 18 reported crimes with the
main crime being Burglary Other, (meaning containers
and garages getting broken into) In January reported
crime was also 18 with the main crime Theft Other,
(this includes theft from lockers and copper pipe).
Please bear in mind that this report covers Ingrave,
Herongate, and West Horndon.
In the month of February there were 12 crimes for the
whole area. Burglaries where entry is by forcing a front
or rear door open are occurring, please be aware of
this and do what you can to protect our community
and to watch out for any suspicious activity. For
Brentwood as a whole, burglary was the main crime
and still is the priority.
The Rural bus will still be at Ingrave St Nicholas
Church Hall on Wednesdays at 11.00am to 12.00pm
every other week.
You can view statistics for crimes for our immediate
area by visiting, www.police.uk
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Coming Soon – Your Chance to Influence the Future of Your Neighbourhood
As part of its ongoing work on a Brentwood Local
Development plan, Brentwood Borough Council will be
consulting local communities throughout May and
June.
The consultation events will be an opportunity for you
to tell the Borough Council what you think about your
area. What do you value? What needs improving?
What kinds of changes would be good for your area?
What should stay the same?
Designed to give local residents, business and other
members of the community an opportunity to put
forward their views, aspirations and priorities for their
area, the consultation will provide an opportunity for
local communities to influence a new Borough-wide
Local Development Plan. The plan will set out
planning policies to guide decisions on new
development for the next 15-20 years.
Everyone is encouraged to get involved, young and
old, and to give their views. Events will be ‘drop-in’,
meaning you can stay for as little or as long as you
like. If for some reason you are unable to go to an
event in your area, you are welcome to attend one
elsewhere. There will also be an opportunity to send
in your comments by answering a short questionnaire
postal or online.
Dates, times and venues will be confirmed shortly and
widely publicised. For further information please call
the Planning Policy Team on 01277 312 610 or e mail
planning.policy@brentwood.gov.uk
Phil Drane
Senior Policy Planner

HERONGATE VILLAGE STORE And POST OFFICE
General Store

Opening Times

Post Office

Off Licence

General Store

Travel Money

Newsagents

Mon-Fri 6am to 7pm

Insurance

Stationery
Cash Machine
Photocopier
Dry Cleaning

Sat– 6am to 5.30pm
Sun– 7am to 1pm

Post Office
Mon-Fri 9am to 5.30pm

Personal Banking
Home Phone
Broadband

Sat– 9am to 12.30pm

Herongate Village Store and Post Office, 156 Brentwood Road, Herongate, Brentwood, CM13 3PD Tel-01277 810266
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Thorndon Park
There are many organised events in Thorndon Park.
We have listed the two that are in Thorndon South,
however there are loads more listed on the official
website: www.visitparks.co.uk/events
It is essential to pre-book for all events. Contact
232944 except where otherwise stated.
Easter Hop-a-long
Good Friday 22 April
Hop along our trail through the woods. How much do
you know about Easter and springtime? Collect a prize
at the end. Suitable for ages 3 to 8 years.
Pre-booking essential.
Time: 10.30 – 11.00am at the Pavilion Cafe,
Thorndon South.
Cost: £3.50 per child.
Contact: 0845 603 7624.
Knights, Princesses & Dragons Quest
Friday 3 June
Pick up a secret map and lead yourselves through the
woods. Solve the riddles about magical long ago
times. Collect a prize at the end. Suitable for ages 3 to
8 years. Come in costume! Pre-booking essential.
Time: 10.30 – 11.00am at the Pavilion Café,
Thorndon South.
Cost: £3.50 per child.
Contact: 0845 603 7624.

Volunteer Driver for Community Bus
Wanted

Easter Bonnet Making Age 6+
Good Friday 22 April
Easter Egg Hunt All ages
Sunday 24 & Monday 25 April
Plant Sale ‘Blooming’ Marvellous
Saturday 30 April & Sunday 1 & Monday 2 May
Caterpillar Club Preschool Wednesday 4 May,
Wednesday 1 June & Wednesday 6 July
Grub Club 5 – 8 year olds
Saturday 7 May, Saturday 4 June & Saturday 2 July
Macro Photography Course Sunday 22nd May
www.danielbridge.co.uk
The Great Muncher Hunt
Tuesday 31st May 6-9 year olds
Pirates and Mermaids Age 4 +
Wednesday 1 June
Jurassic Thorndon
Thursday 2 June
Diabetes UK Sponsored Walk
Saturday 11 June
A 2 mile sponsored walk. Time: 10.30am to 3.30pm
Contact: Mary on 01708 227259 or
mary.j.scott@hotmail.co.uk

The community bus service for the parish is in need of
help from a volunteer who would be willing to drive
the community bus and support those in our
community who would like to be able to go shopping
at local centres such as Basildon, or on occasion
further. In the past the community bus has run
fortnightly, this role would be ideal for someone
recently retired who has time to give once in a while,
If you would like more information please contact the
parish council.
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Flower Show & Royal Wedding Party
The Spring Show will be held on Saturday 2nd April at
Ingrave Church Hall. Schedules and flyers will be
delivered around the villages shortly.
The royal wedding party is on Friday 29th April on the
village field (behind the school) from 3pm. We have
delivered flyers around the villages asking people to
register an interest. So far we have received almost
100 advanced bookings so it looks viable. This is a
perfect opportunity for an informal village community
event, please bring your own picnic.
Please return your flyer or the cut out form on Page 15
to 31 Common Road, Ingrave.
Or you can email your reply to: ihfs@btinternet.com
for further information contact
Sarah on: 07905 316364

Exciting times at Ingrave Playgroup
and First Steps
Owner Stephanie Collins this year achieved Early
Years Professional Status and a BA hons. in Early
Childhood Studies. As a result of her extended studies
the playgroup has been presented with several
opportunities to be involved in Early years projects,
research and accredited schemes. These include
Elklan speech and Language training and
assessment, a Schema (patterns in learning) research
project in conjunction with Essex County Council and
Penn Green Nursery and Developmental Movement
Play project presented by Jabado. At the heart of all
these projects is the recognition that play is a crucial
component of young children’s learning and good
quality educare has a positive impact on children’s
development.
We hope that the playgroups involvement in these
projects will help us to enhance the learning
environment we offer the children and help us as
practitioners to develop our understanding of how
children learn and how we can best support their
learning.
For further details contact : sacollins@tiscali.co.uk
or pop into the
playgroup at St Nicholas Church Hall, Ingrave.

Boswells

Fitted Furniture Ltd

Bespoke Bedrooms, Kitchens and Home Offices
Established 1987

Jason Boswell
125 Billericay Road
Herongate, CM13 3SB
Mobile: 07850 682757
Home: 01277 810190
Tel/ Fax: 01708 220757
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Ingrave Johnstone C of E School

School Christmas Bazaar

It is difficult to believe that we are almost at the end of
our first half-term of 2011, which thankfully has been
snow-free! Christmas was, as always, a hectic but
rewarding time within the school for staff, pupils and
parents alike. Despite the heavy snow forcing closure
for three days, all our events successfully took place.
Our children worked extremely hard to make up for
lost time and our plays were a roaring success. The
Bazaar was well attended and Father Christmas was
still going strong at 5.00pm! The following day staff,
families and members of our parish joined together
for our Christingle service, which supports the work of
“The Children’s Society”.
This term has continued to be busy, with many of our
children being involved in sporting successes. We
have competed in Cross-country, Football, High-Five,
Athletics and Basketball, and our teams have always
been fine ambassadors for our school. One of our
most special days was our South-American day, where
the children learnt about the life and customs of
various countries in that area and performed some of
the people’s dances. We are so grateful to our lollipop
man, Mr. Saich for kindly treating us to such a special
day.
On the 5th February, the school and community came
together for Education Sunday. We were delighted
that many of our children took part and we welcomed
many of our families to St. Nicholas’ church for the
service. Father Paul reminded us of the importance of
Reverend Johnstone and how he provided money on
his death to open our school. It was a particular
moving moment when children were encouraged to
place flowers on Reverend Johnstone’s memorial as a
small thank you.
We look forward to our next half term being as
rewarding for our children and thoughts are already
turning to preparation for our May Fete, which takes
place on the 7th May. We will be celebrating World
Book Day on the 3rd March, with the aid of our good
friend Lesley from Basildon Youth Theatre and
preparing our children for the special time of Easter.

The Christmas Bazaar is a much loved annual event
for Ingrave Johnstone School. Unfortunately this year
the heavy snow at the beginning of December meant
that we had to postpone the Bazaar. Instead of
holding the bazaar that weekend a large of group of
parents, teachers and Mrs Robinson the head teacher
spent a couple of very busy hours clearing School
Lane and the playground so that the school could
open safely for the children on the Monday. It was a
real show of community spirit.
It was decided that the Bazaar would be held the
following Saturday, which then meant lots of extra
work for the Parent’s Association. Fortunately most of
the parents who had volunteered were still able to
help on the following Saturday and everything went
ahead smoothly. The snow cleared and families
braved the cold to come along to the bazaar. It was a
lovely afternoon and another successful fund raiser
for the school.
It was also a very hectic week for the school. The
children had missed a week of rehearsals for their
Christmas Performances. Despite this both the Infant
and Junior plays were fantastic.

Let’s hope the weather remains kind during this time!
Helen Castell - Deputy Head Teacher

Ingrave Johnstone School May Fete
Saturday 7th May 2011 – 2pm
Ingrave Johnstone C of E Primary School will be
holding their annual May Fete on Saturday 7th May
2011. The afternoon will begin with the procession of
the May Queen, May King and their attendants at
2pm, followed by performances from all the pupils at
the school. The Fete, which is organised by the School
Parent’s Association, will then open on the school
playing field. There will be a variety of Stalls, Games,
BBQ, Tea Tent, Beer Tent, Hog Roast, Raffle and
Entertainment. This is one the biggest events of the
year for the school and a great afternoon for all ages.
Please come and join us for an afternoon of fun.
Ingrave School Association Contacts:
Chairman:Elaine Sparks
elaine@sparks705.orangehome.co.uk
Secretary Michele Crawley:
teamcrawley@hotmail.co.uk

School dates
Spring term ends Friday 8th April,
Summer term: Tuesday 26th April – Friday 22nd July.
Half term 30th May – 3rd June. Bank Holidays 29th April and 2nd May
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St Nicholas Church News

St Andrews Church

March sees us begin our Lenten fast in preparing for
the Easter feast. The world we live in very often tells
us that happiness is gained by doing more for
ourselves and acquiring more while the Christian faith
compels us to live more selflessly, look to the needs of
others and look up to God. No one would claim this is
an easy task, in fact at times it's extremely difficult
and we need some help and Lent is all about learning
to do just that. During Lent we'll be offering the
following.

If you will excuse me for starting to sound like an
estate agent, Herongate and Ingrave are attractive
villages in the midst of lovely countryside. The open
grassy areas and trees, and the spring flowers now
emerging rightly give us a sense of nature and beauty,
close as we are to Brentwood and London. There are
attractive old buildings too, which give us a sense of
continuity.

On Ash Wednesday, two services with the imposition
of ashes, 10am and 8pm. This service marks the
beginning of our Lenten fast and the imposition of
ashes reminds us to take our place within the world
loving God and others.
Saturday evening Eucharist is back, 6pm. Please
continue to make Sunday the top priority, but when it
is completely impossible, please come to our Sat
evening Eucharist. Worshipping God once a week is
the aim of all God's people so please make use of
these other options during Lent.
Lent course. This meets Wednesday evenings in Lent
at St Stephen's, 8 - 9:15pm beginning on 23rd March
and is entitled, 'How to'. It will be a practical reflection
upon Jesus words on 'How to' live the Christian life. All
welcome. I hope you'll join us on this pilgrimage to
prepare for the Easter feast.
Please let me know if you require more information,

What makes for an attractive village is more than
these things. It is an attitude of good neighbourliness,
where people are willing to help one another, but not
to intrude where it is not wanted. Where people are
understanding about the needs of the elderly, and the
different needs of children. Such attitudes are the
responsibility of all of us. Do you check on elderly
neighbours if it is cold? Will you clear the snow on the
pavement in front of your house, to help mums with
pushchairs and old people with fragile bones? Will you
get involved in community events and get to know
your neighbours?
All these things make for a community which is truly
attractive and worth living in.
The Christian churches follow Jesus, who said “Treat
other people the way that you would wish them to
treat you”, and “Love your neighbour as you love
yourself”. At the Methodist Church we try to follow this
teaching among other things by making our premises
available to community groups at a very modest rate.
Sincerely,
Rev Judith Maizel-Long

Yours Paul

The Log Cabin
Patchwork, Quilting and Knitting
Open by appointment
01277 622245
email: info@logcabin-brentwood.co.uk
104 Billericay Road, Botney Hill, Billericay
Essex CM12 9SL
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Clubs Activities and Services
Herongate Cricket Club
herongateandingravecc@googlemail.com
Herongate Athletic Football Club
Contact Gary Duck on 07717 756748
www.clubwebsite.co.uk/herongateathletic
Body Moves
Contact Chris 01277 211050
Trail Net

The Mobile Library
Visits the parish on alternate Mondays.
It stops at Ingrave near to St Nicholas Church Hall at
9.40-10.00am, moves on to Glebe Gardens Herongate from 10.15-10.35am then back to Middle Road
Ingrave from 10.45 -11.15am. To check dates you can
visit www.essexcc.gov.uk/libraries then
go to the Mobile Library section and select Loughton
week 1, which is our mobile library route.

www.trailnet.org.uk or Phone 811012

The Community Policing Rural Bus
Every other Thursday between 1.00and 2.00pm.

Dance Fitness

Contact Michael Janes 7662

Contact Debbie Harper 810596

Police Community Support Officer

Yoga Classes Herongate

West Hordon, Herongate and Ingrave D323B
Neighbourhood Policing Team ( western division )
Brentwood Police Station, 4 London Road, Brentwood,
Essex, CM144QJ Direct Dial 01277 266896 or
03003334444, ext :75344

Contact Joan Jaggernauth 812564

E mail : michael.janes@essex.pnn.police.uk

Yoga Classes
Contact Dulcie Antrobus 810947

Stonyhill Indoor Bowls Club
Contact 811848
Jackie Dartnell’s Theatre School
Contact Jackie Dartnell on 01277 350746
Systemeffect Russian Marital Art.
Contact 812130

St Nicholas Church Ingrave
Main service 9.30am Sunday
Rev Paul Hamilton www.synicholasingrave.com
812190
St Andrews Methodist Church Herongate
Main service 10.30am Sunday
Rev Judith Maizel-Long 623085

Open Door
Contact Pat Horton 810123
Thorndon WI
Contact Win Hammer 841309
The Mothers Union
Contact Caroline Lowe 810095.
The Ladies Circle St Andrews Church
St Andrews Church Hall 1st Thursday 2pm.
The Bell Ringing
Contact Caroline Lowe 810095

The Citizens Advice Bureau
St Andrews Methodist Church. Booking for a consultation with one of their experts is essential.
For booking and more information
please phone 220248.
Hall Bookings
St Nicholas Church Hall Bookings:
Rita Hodgson 811179
St Andrews Church Hall Bookings:
Douglas Hibbard 811795
Football Club Hall bookings:
Sue Tozer 07930 656 876
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Our Oldest Resident

The Burstead Farm Shop
Your local farm shop supplying
Local quality produce at
A competitive price.
Fresh fruit and vegetables,
Locally reared meats and poultry,
Home reared Red Poll Beef, Locally produced bread, cakes,
jams and honey. Free Range and Organic eggs. Animal
food, Logs, coal, potted plants and bedding flowers and the
famous Rossi’s ice cream.
For directions or further enquiries please call 01277 637150.
Tye Common Road Billericay CM12 9SD

In a previous edition we asked who was the oldest
resident and who had lived here the longest. Mr
Raymond Oliff contacted us and suggested that Mrs
Joyce Marais was possibly the longest standing
resident of the parish. Mrs Marias (nee Wade) was
born in Herongate in the pair of red brick cottages in
the waterworks lane and since then has lived in four
further homes around the parish. She worked at
Thorndon Park Golf Club for 37 years and met her
husband during World War two while he was serving
with the Royal Engineers and was billeted at the
reservoir site, working on searchlight duty. We will
hear more from Joyce who has a wealth knowledge of
local history in future editions. We would like to hear
from anyone who can take Joyce’s crown of longest
resident. Please contact the editor.
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View in 1949 from the bell tower of St Nicholas Church. The old Rectory which is now the site of Pitman Close is
clearly visible. This photograph was taken before St Nicholas Grove and many of the houses in Brentwood Road
and Thorndon Gate were built. Photograph courtesy of Mr Phil Povey.

LDS (Virtu@l) Services
… providing professional secretarial support when you need it.



A fast, friendly, efficient service which can include: audio or copy typing, ExCel
spreadsheets, PowerPoint presentations, database management, diary management,
Minute taking, travel arrangements.



Virtually (via the Internet) or at your offices.



You only pay for the time spent on your tasks.



Support for both individual and ongoing projects.



Retainer packages available and, if you are working to a budget, we can accommodate that, too.

Cricketers Lane, Herongate, Essex CM13 3QB
(T) 01277 810339 (M) 07507 570588 (E) linda@ldsvirtualservices.co.uk (W) ldsvirtualservices.co.uk
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Herongate Village

Your advertisement could be here

CATTERY

We are very grateful to our sponsoring advertisers
and to all those who take the time to contribute to the
newsletter.

104 Billericay Road, Botney Hill, Billericay, Essex,
CM12 9SL
Telephone: 01277 623910
Herongate Village Cattery situated in the
countryside provides comfort and safety
which is essential for your cat’s
happiness.

INGRAVE PLAYGROUP and FIRST STEPS

It makes the editors work so much easier and we always welcome letters and features.
If you would like to advertise here, please contact us
for further information
£50 for three issues for a small box or £100 for three
issues for a larger advertisement.
01277 811813 email: editorsH&Inews@herongateandingravepc.org.uk

Promoting positive learning experiences through play
for 3-5 years olds in a safe, secure, stimulating and
caring environment

Proprietor
Stephanie Collins
11,Thalmassing Close, Brentwood, ESSEX. CM13 2UH
Contact: 01277 227930 or sacollins@tiscali.co.uk

Bell Family Home Rectory Lane

13

“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people live full and independent lives.”
Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2011
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and
Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 2011 whilst raising
awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services.
You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.
SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes.
By inviting 7 friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £35.00
from your supper but we will also give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA.
Last year we had over 100 suppers taking part in England and Wales and we raised £6,000. In 2011 we
want to double that figure and ensure we can provide more support to spinal cord injured people.
The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals
who become paralysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their
lives by providing services and publications which enable and encourage paralysed people to lead independent lives.
Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000
spinal cord injured people in the UK alone.
Community Fundraising Officer, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish
and Chip Lunch in their work places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group
wanting to run a fun evening with your group.
Be a part of something special and make a real difference to help spinal cord injured people gain access
to the information and support they need to enable them to live full and independent lives.”
For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 678 6633 xtn 229 or
email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk or visit www.spinal.co.uk
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Village Diary Dates
April
Date

Activity

Location

Contact Details

02 April 2011

Flower Show

06 April

Thorndon WI

St Nicholas Church Hall

Win Hammer 841309

20 April

Open Door

St Nicholas Church Hall

Pat Horton 810123

27 April

Parish Council Meeting

St Andrews Church

29 April

Royal Wedding Celebration

School Field

May
Date

Activity

Location

Contact Details

04 May
07 May
18May

Thorndon WI
May Fete
Open Door

St Nicholas Church Hall
Ingrave Johnstone School
St Nicholas Church Hall

Win Hammer 841309

24 May

Parish Council Meeting AGM

St Nicholas Church Hall

Activity
Thorndon WI
Concert on the Common
Open Door
Parish Council Meeting
Ladies Cricket Evening

Location
St Nicholas Church Hall
Cricket Filed
St Nicholas Church Hall
St Andrews Church
Cricket Field

Contact Details
Win Hammer 841309

Activity
Annual Fete Cricket Club
Thorndon WI
Open Door
Parish Council Meeting

Location
Cricket Field
St Nicholas Church Hall

Contact Details

Pat Horton 810123

June
Date
01 June
10 June
15 June
22 June
24 June

Pat Horton 810123

July
Date
03 July
06 July
20 July
26 July

Win Hammer 841309
Pat Horton 810123

St Nicholas Church Hall

Royal Wedding Picnic and Party
I would like to book ………..Adult tickets and ………Children’s Tickets.

I enclose a payment of £ ….......... (Adults £2/Children £1/Family £5)

Please deliver to either 31 Common Road or Herongate Village Stores

Name…………………….........................................................................
Contact Details ………………….............................................……………

We will deliver your tickets prior to the event. A family is 2 adults and 2 or 3 children.
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Memories of a Village Postman
My memories of Ingrave and Herongate are very clear
and precise. I commenced employment with Royal
Mail in September 1955, retiring on 24th December
1999 having completed 44 years, 4 months and two
days service.
As a schoolboy I can remember spending many hours
on Shenfield Common, my main aim was to go to the
railway cutting for ‘train spotting’. I was always
fascinated looking across what is now King Georges
Playing Fields and in the distance Thorndon Hall
coming into view.
Other memories include being driven by my auntie
through Ingrave and Herongate on the way to
Southend, also travelling on the bus to East Horndon
with my sister to pick up a chicken or duck on
Christmas Eve, ready for Christmas dinner the
following day.
During my employment with Royal Mail I delivered to
most areas of Brentwood, our duties were known as
‘walks’ even though we carried them out on cycles. It
was not good if we had a puncture!
The reason my favourite choice of area to deliver to
was Ingrave and Herongate was that I could observe
the changes of the seasons of the year. The bonus
was the people; as a postal worker one was able to
observe the joys and sorrows that they would go
through, and share with them in those times.
Space will not allow me to mention all whom I came
into contact with during my time of delivering. Some I
attended school with: Sid Roser, Brian Squire and
Muriel Matthews who I worked with at WH Smith &
Son in Shenfield.
The kindness of Reverend Canon, Samuel Marsden,

Liz Ash, Jenny Callaghan, Mrs I Roberts, Dr & Mrs
Sloane, Mr & Mrs Barker, Reg & Muriel Plumbridge,
Mr & Mrs Alf Ashdown, Dr Raymond and Mrs Enid
Booth, Grace Warman and finally Mr Doug & Mrs Mary
Hibbard.
Whilst at school during holidays I would go with friends
to watch Mr Hibbard in action at the Rose Valley
Auctions. Little did I know that one day I would deliver
mail to his home at Herongate.
Just two more memories, many years ago my auntie
worked at Hatch Farm Ingrave, my cousin tells me
they were very happy times, My late father, William
John Sparks came to Warley Barracks with the Welsh
Guard in 1919, he became known as ‘Jack or Taffy’.
On being discharged from the army, he joined the
General Post Office as a postman, first of all delivering
to Coxtie Green, then to Ingrave and Herongate. He
always said that was his favourite delivery. The photo
shows ‘Jack’ in full postman’s uniform of the 1920’s
including ‘Shako Cap’. Even now my family has
connections with the community of Herongate and
Ingrave as my son-in law is one of the postmen who
delivers to the parish. It has not been my intention to
ignore residents of Ingrave and Herongate, however if
I am able I will attend one of your History Groups and
will tell you more then.
David Sparks

History Group
The next meeting of the History Group will be on 10th
May at St Andrew’s Church at 2.30pm. This group is
open to anyone who would like to attend. Please bring
your old photos and your memories to share.
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