
HERONGATE AND INGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk – Mrs. Tracey Oliver 

21 Common Road, Ingrave CM13 3QL Telephone 01277 810739 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HERONGATE AND INGRAVE PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER 2005 AT 7:15PM AT ST. 

NICHOLAS CHURCH HALL, INGRAVE, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
 

In the Chair:  Cllr. Bayless 
 
Present: Cllrs. Murphy, Marsh, Bianek, Davis, Gunn, Harman, 

 K. Theobald and S. Theobald. 
 

Also attending: Cllr. John Roberts – Essex County Council 
   P.C. George Shepard  
   10 members of the public 
 
7:15pm Public Forum 
Cllr. Roberts called attention to the Community Initiatives Fund.  £150,000 (one hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds) per district is on offer for funding capital projects.  Cllr. 
Roberts urged the Parish Council to submit proposals for funding.  Closing date is 14th 
February 2006 and all works must be completed within two years. 
 
Cllr. Roberts also raised the matter of bus passes.  The government directive is to issue 
free passes within each district.  However, Essex County Council are going to top up the 
passes to provide free bus passes within each district and throughout Essex for over 65’s. 
 
P.C. Shepard advised that as from 1st August 2005 Police Community Support Officers 
are now responsible for each district, thereby enabling beat officers to become more 
involved in tackling arrests and getting convictions.  A Tactical Team (ex beat officers) is 
now also in place, concentrating on set issues such as traffic, drugs, graffiti, youth 
offenders, vehicle crime, burglaries etc.  Any problems in these or any other areas should 
be reported asap.  A further 400 PCSO’s have been requested for Essex.  P.C. Shepard 
proposed police meetings for Ingrave and Herongate be held separate from West 
Horndon as the issues raised are quite different. 
 
Cllr. Davis asked for an update on the Country Park, P.C. Shepard replied that there is no 
longer any dogging and this has been the case for some two months, due to regular police 
patrols.  P.C. Shepard warned of the ‘gravel gang’ targeting the Little Chef, whereby 
people staying overnight are having items stolen from their cars – i.e. cd’s, computers 
etc… 
 
Mr. Horton advised that he had not received the minutes or agenda from the last meeting 
as previously agreed.  Cllr. Bayless apologised for this error. 
 
 



 
A member of the public asked what had happened to the Youth Bus.  Cllr. K. Theobald 
replied that despite an assurance some months ago that the bus would be coming down, to 
date she has not heard anything.  Cllr. K. Theobald volunteered to chase up this matter 
and report back at the October meeting.    
 
Mr. Horton relayed a message from Andrew of St. Nicholas in Ingrave and Frazer from 
St. Andrews Methodist Hall Herongate that they would be pleased to offer their services 
for the village Christmas event.  It was proposed that the clerk write a letter on behalf of 
the Council confirming this arrangement – all agreed. 
 
Jenny Penkul thanked the Parish Council for its support, in respect of the public house 
extended licensing applications submitted by the Green Man and Boars Head.  Cllr. 
Bayless also thanked all involved.  Ms. Penkul also offered her support to Cllr. K. 
Theobald with the youth bus. 
 
The gentleman residing at 146 Brentwood Road advised that on the 16th August 2005 a 
car left the road and crashed through 3 gardens.  In this area (near the post office/village 
shop) speed is a big problem.  
 
Meeting opened at 7:46 
 
05/100  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
All Councillors being in attendance there were no apologies for absence. 
 
05/101  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING: 
The minutes of Tuesday 27th September 2005 having been previously circulated, were 
signed as a true record of events. 
Proposed:  Cllr. Marsh  Seconded:  Cllr. Murphy all agreed 
 
05/102  DECLARATION OF INTEREST: 
There were no declarations of interest expressed. 
 
05/103  MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES 27.09.05 
Ingrave Pond – Management Plan 
Cllr. Bayless submitted quotations he had received for immediate works.  Cllr. Marsh 
advised that he had contacted several consults regarding this area, but had not received 
anything positive in return.  It was proposed that the Parish Council request Dave Bigden 
to proceed on his original quotation. 
Proposed: Cllr. Bianek   Seconded Cllr. Davis   All agreed 
 
Cllr. Harman asked when this work might be carried out – Cllr. Marsh advised that this 
was dependant on what species etc were found. 
 
 
 



Historic Notice – To be erected on cricket green 
A picture of the historic notice to be reinstated on the cricket green is held at the museum.  
Cllr. Murphy volunteered to have a look at this and obtain quotations for a new board. 
 
Photo’s from events sponsored by Parish Council 
Cllr. Gunn advised that Mr. Ken Larnders had very kindly offered to take photos at such 
events on behalf of the Parish Council. 
Proposed:  Alan Bayless Seconded: Alan Marsh All agreed 
Letter to be sent by clerk 
 
Licensing applications – Boars Head and Green Man 
Cllr. Harman reported that the Boards Head and Green Man who are owned by the Spirit 
Group wanted to open one hour earlier and close 3 hours later.  The Parish Council was 
approached by very concerned residents to see if we could assist.  Two meetings were 
held, at which some 30 people were in attendance along with 32 letters of objection 
received by Brentwood Borough Council.  Cllr. Harman, John Berry and Adrian Studd 
were speakers at the Brentwood Borough Council hearing where it was decided by the 
sub-committee that that would accept one hour earlier in the morning, but no timing split 
– Friday, Saturday and Sunday as a weekend (objected to Sunday – Thursday as these 
precede weekdays).  Terminate at 11:30.  Friday and Saturday allow an extra half hour – 
12.00 closing times.  On special days such as Christmas Eve and New Years Eve – one 
extra hour would be allowed and other specified holidays, but not normal bank holidays.  
Sound not to be audible at sensitive boundaries.  Cllr. Bayless thanks Cllr. Harman for all 
his efforts. 
 
05/104  TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT: 
Infra red traffic signs 
P.C. Shepard advised that the request for these must go through Essex County Council.  
However, there doesn’t appear to be any restrictions.  Cllr. K. Theobald advised that she 
was still waiting to hear from Brentwood Borough Council, who in turn is waiting to hear 
from Essex County Council. 
 
Cllr. Gunn requested that we see more of a presence from Essex County Council.   
 

Cllr. Davis remarked that special markings/signs stating ‘black spot’ as you are coming 
down/up the Brentwood Road (as you approach the post office/village shop) might be a 
good idea - Cllr. Davis to follow this up with Peter Rose at Brentwood Borough Council 

Proposed: Cllr. Bayless Seconded: Cllr. Murphy All agreed 

Billericay Road – Gates                                                                                                    
Cllr. Bayless has contacted Cllr. John Roberts of Essex County Council regarding this, 
who in turn has contacted Paul Hardy the Area Highways Manager and is awaiting 
results.  Cllr. John Roberts will chase up Paul Hardy and report back to Parish Council on 
this matter. 



Community Bus                  
Cllr. Davis reported that it appeared the majority of people would like to go to Basildon 
at least on a fortnightly basis.  The bus would be managed by the clerk.  Cllr. Davis 
thanked the clerk for her research into this project.  Cllr. Davis further advised that the 
community bus should be viewed as a short term solution.  There is a question to be 
included on the Village Appraisal regarding public transport which hopefully could result 
in a long term solution. 

Cllr. Marsh asked how many the mini bus seated, Cllr. Davis replied 14.  It was proposed 
that membership be paid at £10 per head, and the clerk continue to research.       
Proposed: Cllr. Marsh Seconded: Cllr. Bayless All agreed  

 Parking on Herongate Common             
Cllr. Davis asked that the council maybe put up a no parking sign.  However Cllr. Marsh 
stated that if the vehicle is more than 15mtrs off the public highway it was a police matter 
under section 134 Road Traffic Act.  It was proposed that Cllr. Davis refer this matter to 
the Police and Brentwood Borough Council. 

05/105  CORRESPONDENCE:                 
In response to the letters regarding Button Common Fireworks Display, Cllr. Marsh 
volunteered his services, and will make contact direct.           
Proposed: Cllr. Bianek  Seconded Cllr. Murphy All agreed 

 05/106 RURAL HOUSING:        
Affordable Housing                 
Cllr. Murphy to report at October meeting 

05/107  VILLAGE CONCERNS:              
Play Area                               
Waiting a response from Kevin Gilderson at Brentwood Borough Council.  It was 
suggested that maybe the Community Initiatives Fund could be used for this project. 

Posts for cricket ground                          
Cllr. S. Theobald to speak to Mr. Richard Hearne at Brentwood Borough Council. 

Bench on cricket ground               
Cllr. Murphy has been approached by several villagers to site a bench on the southern 
side of the common.  Cllr. K. Theobald has also been approached by youths of the 
villages to site a bench at the bus stop.  Cllr. Gunn advised that the family of the late Mr. 
L. Write, wish to make a donation to the village, and therefore this bench may be a fitting 
gesture.  Cllr. Marsh suggested that we ask the question in our newsletter – where would 
villagers like new bench placed.              
Proposed: Cllr. Bayless      Seconded Cllr. Murphy     All agreed 

Handyman   Much general discussion was had regarding this subject, and it was thought 
that a handyman would improve the general tidiness and cleanliness of the village.  
However, it was also agreed that the Parish Council should not be expected to carry out 



Brentwood Borough Councils obligations in this respect.  The clerk was asked to write to 
Brentwood Borough Council to clear the footpaths at Thorndon Gate and Common Road. 

Dog Loos   Cllr. Harman requested more of these in Herongate.  It was also suggested 
that in would be useful (if we are allowed to site one) on Button Common.  The clerk was 
asked to write to Brentwood Borough Council asking if we have a quota for these bins, 
and to site a new one at Reservoir Road and ask about Button Common.  It costs 
approximately £100 per year to have these bins emptied by Brentwood Council. 
Proposed: Cllr. Davis    Seconded: Cllr. Murphy    All agreed 

Review – Control/upkeep of cricket field, playing fields and middle road allotments A 
small discussion was had regarding the ownership of these pieces of land, and if it would 
be beneficial for the Parish Council to take control.  No conclusion was made, other than 
if we did take over the cricket green and allotments we would no longer have to obtain 
permission from Brentwood Borough Council. 

05/108  ST. NICHOLAS CHURCHYARD 

Cllr. Bayless advised that this churchyard is being closed to burials.  Cllr. Harman stated 
that it can not be closed until two years after the last burial. Cllr. Harman also stated that 
as per the Parish Council minutes of July 2005, villagers want to be buried here, and are 
not at all happy about the closure.  Cllr. Marsh suggested that we take advice from the 
boroughs solicitors regarding this issue. 

Meeting closed 9:20pm 

Mr. Horton advised the Parish Council of his knowledge regarding the above subject, in 
as much that the churchyard is full.  Confirmed body spaces left are 3, 2 of which have 
been reserved leaving one space only.  Five years ago it was said that the burial ground 
space should last 25 years, it has already all gone.  It is not only Ingrave residents buried 
here, but two thirds of St. Stephens parish.  The burial ground is also very water-logged 
especially in winter. 

Meeting opened 9:30pm 

Cllr. Gunn suggested that we purchase the land.  Cllr. Harman and Cllr. Marsh will 
approach the borough solicitors regarding this matter.           
Proposed: Cllr. Bayless    Seconded: Cllr. Murphy    All agreed 

05/109  CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES: 

Christmas Tree Site   Much discussion was had regarding the site and lighting for this 
tree.  Cllr. Bianek will approach Mr. Gilderson at Brentwood Borough Council regarding 
this subject and report back at the October meeting. 

 

 



05/110  NEWSLETTER: 

Cllr. K. Theobald and Cllr. Murphy agreed to take charge of this publication, along with 
the assistance of Cllr. Harman.  Cllr. Bayless suggested that this be published by the end 
of November 2005. 

 

05/111  FINANCE 

Balance of £40,240.61 in the 30 day business accounting.  

Balance of £3,021.01 in the trading account. 

Current interest rates on both accounts are as follows: 

250,000 2.9% per annum                   
100,000  2.7% per annum                
50,000  2.45% per annum           
10,000  2.2% per annum           
Below   2% per annum 

05/112  FURTHER PARISH MATTERS: 

Cllr. K. Theobald has been asked by village teenagers if it is possible to site a zebra 
crossing near the bus stop as they come into Ingrave, between Common Road and Middle 
Road.  A traffic survey would need to be carried out in this respect and we should 
therefore approach P.C. Shepard in this respect. 

Cllr. Marsh extended the thanks of Mr. Trevor Helm for the Parish Councils donation to 
the flower show.   

Meeting closed 9.45pm 

 

Signed (chairman)………………………………………. Date ………………………….. 


