
HERONGATE AND INGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk –Helen Lunnon 

62, Billericay Road, Herongate, Brentwood CM13 3SB Tel: 01277 812690  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HERONGATE AND INGRAVE 
 PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 27th October 2004 AT 7.15 PM AT  

ST ANDREWS METHODIST HALL, HERONGATE, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
 

In the Chair: Cllr. Bianek 
Present: Cllrs. Bayless, Butler, Davis, Gunn, Marsh, K. Theobald and S. 

Theobald 
Also attending: 5 members of the public  
 
7.15 p.m. Public Forum 
 
Mr Andrew James of Brentwood Community Transport (Tel: 01277 228080) gave a 
presentation outlining the schemes from through the BCT initiative. The first scheme is for 
groups in the Brentwood Borough, providing subsidised transport. £10 membership charge per 
group per year. Volunteer drivers are used. A group would phone to check availability of the 
minibus and then book as appropriate. The charge is 75p per mile. Two minibuses are available, 
a 7 seater and a 14 seater. Both minibuses are fully accessible with lift and side entrance. The 
second scheme is the ‘Social Car Scheme’ which is for individuals. A £5 membership fee 
applies. This service has the downside of not being immediately available, users needing to 
book approximately a week in advance. Volunteer drivers use their own cars. The charge to the 
user is 35p per mile. The drivers of the minibuses have to have been driving for at least two 
years. They have a training day in the classroom, and a practice drive in the minibus before 
being used for the public. 
 
Both schemes are not only for local journeys, but can also be used to go further afield, for day 
trips or even short holidays. The pricing structure changes once the vehicle goes out of the 
Brentwood Borough. There is currently one volunteer driver in Ingrave, but drivers from Hutton 
would also be available for trips from the Herongate and Ingrave. Groups do not have to be 
constituted, so informal groups such as reading groups would be able to use the scheme 
transport. All that needs to be provided is an emergency contact number, so a member of the 
group or other representative who is not on the trip would have to be found. 
 
Whilst the Parish Council could join on behalf of groups in the villages, this would limit the 
money going to the scheme and without money the scheme would not be viable. Also the Parish 
Council would be invoiced for all use of the scheme, and would have to reclaim the fees. 
 
Deborah Sheah informed the Parish Council of the Energy Efficiency Scheme. 
www.affordableenergy.co.uk 0800 0966356. 
 
The Parish Council was provided with a copy of term dates for Ingrave Johnstone School. 
 
Mr David Harman informed the Parish Council that the website is on-line and up to date with 
information. After 1 month of being available it has so far received 50 hits. Brentwood Borough 
Council has agreed to put a link from their site to that of the Parish Council. It was also stated 
that the website was mentioned by Cllr Ken Wright in his regular column in the Brentwood 
Gazette newspaper. 
 



04/229  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None 
 
04/230  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of Tuesday 28th September, having been previously circulated, were signed as a 
true record of events. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Bayless  Seconded: Cllr Gunn 
 
04/231  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllr Gunn declared an interest in Planning Application BRW/892/2004 as the applicant is his 
next door neighbour. 
 
04/232  VILLAGE APPRAISSAL  
Arrangements for the meeting have all been finalised and flyers and posters distributed around 
the villages. Michelle Pye (of the Rural Communities Council for Essex) is unable to attend the 
meeting due to a prior engagement and late notice. After a discussion with the Clerk Michelle 
Pye suggested that a formal presentation be given to explain to the public what the Village 
Appraisal scheme is all about. She also suggested that people are signed up on the night if they 
express an interest in either being part of the steering group or providing help with tasks such as 
delivering the questionnaires. 
 

   04/233  CORRESPONDENCE 
A list of all correspondence received by the Clerk since the last meeting was circulated. The 
Clerk stated that in future a copy of the Ways and Means publication issued by Essex County 
Council would be displayed in the Parish Office. 

 
04/234  PLANNING 
A list of all planning applications affecting Herongate and Ingrave was circulated. The Clerk 
informed the Parish Council that BRW/928/2004 has been referred to the full Planning 
Committee on 3rd November. 
 
The Clerk also stated that BRW/882/2004 has been refused. 
 
04/235  TRAFFIC/PARKING OBSERVATIONS:  
Cllr Davis stated that Essex County Council are unable to re-route bus number 565, but will 
keep it in mind for future consideration such the current situation change. 
 
Cllr Gunn stated that the Herongate Village Store has requested a disabled parking space in 
Cricketers Row and that normal Brentwood Borough Council procedures are being followed. 
 
Consideration of the Community Bus Project: 
Cllr Davis thanked Mr James for the information he had provided in his presentation, and stated 
that much discussion would be needed by the Parish Council as to how to proceed. 
 
04/236  FINANCE:  
Cllr Marsh had been unable to gain a precise balance of the bank accounts but the following 
were given as approximate amounts: 
Reserve Account: £37,000  Business Account: £200 
 
Cllr Gunn stated that previously Cllr Ken Wright had mentioned that the Village Account (from 
the old village committee) was still in existence and held about £3000. Perhaps this money 
could be made available for Peartrees Pond. 
 



Cllr Marsh responded that the Parish Council has a considerable amount of money and therefore 
would have to find a project which was of significant benefit to the villages before considering 
use of the Village Account. 
 
Cllr Bianek suggested that the Parish Council request the money from the Village Account to 
improve the path and build an access ramp to the Museum building. After much debate and 
consideration it was agreed that Cllr Murphy would speak to John Milton, Treasurer of 
Herongate and Ingrave Preservation Society.  
 
ACTION: Cllr Murphy to approach Treasurer of HIPS 
 
Budget 2005/06:  
Cllr Bianek stated that a decision would soon need to be taken by the Parish Council as to 
requesting funding for the next financial year. Requested that all councillors think of a large and 
a small project, including projects which would take 2-3 years to complete. Councillors were 
requested to speak to Cllr Bianek, Marsh or S. Theobald with ideas before 1st November. 
 
Cllr Marsh stated that Parish Council funds should generally be used on accordance with the 
Brentwood Borough Council Local Strategic Plan. If a bid system is introduced by Brentwood 
Council the Parish Council would be more successful if applications meet the Plan’s objectives. 
 
Clerk’s Contract of Employment: 
It was proposed that the Clerk’s Contract of Employment be formally approved and signed. 
 
Proposed: Cllr K. Theobald   Seconded: Cllr Bayless 
 
04/237  MEMORIAL BENCH:  
Cllr Bianek suggested that a bench is purchased and positioned at the previously agreed 
location.  
 
Cllr S. Theobald stated that he had received agreement from Lord Petre for the bench to be 
positioned in Park Lane Common, Herongate. Cllr S Theobald had also been informed by Lord 
Petre that any land in Herongate, Ingrave and West Horndon not claimed by any other person or 
organisation belongs by default to Lord Petre.  
 
Cllr S. Theobald is to enquire with the Planning Department of Brentwood Borough Council as 
to whether planning consent is necessary for the erection of the bench. Following this he will 
source a suitable bench and speak to Brentwood Council about having it positioned on a 
concrete plinth. Cllr Marsh stated that the bench would have to be insured by the Parish 
Council, and therefore it must sturdy enough for public use. 
 
ACTION: Cllr S. Theobald to contact Brentwood Borough Council 
 
Proposed: Cllr Davis   Seconded: Cllr Bianek 
 
04/238  VILLAGE EVENT 
After much discussion it was agreed that the event should be planned for August 2005. 
 
Cllr S. Theobald stated that the Donkey Derby event in Stock village had been held in August 
and was very successful. He is obtaining the necessary information from Stock village to help 
with the arrangements. 
 
Cllr Murphy enquired as to whether the Donkey Derby will be followed by a musical events 
into the evening? The consumption of alcohol could be achieved under the license held by Cllr 
Murphy. Cllr S. Theobald suggested that the event ought to go on as long as possible, and 
therefore an evening celebration with music and refreshments would be necessary. 



 
Cllr Marsh will informally speak to members of Playing Fields Committee to find out whether it 
is likely that permission will be given for the Parish Council to use the school field for such an 
event. The Clerk was requested to formally write to the Playing Fields Committee requesting 
use of the school field. Next meeting of the Committee is in May 2005. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Playing Fields Committee 
 
04/239  VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE AND CAROL SERVICE:  
Cllr Marsh explained that he had spoken to all necessary people, such as electricians, regarding 
the siting of the Christmas tree. He requested the Clerk write to Kevin Gilderson for permission 
to site the tree on the edge of the cricket green; and to Esso requesting the use of electricity from 
the service station adjacent to the cricket pitch. Delivery of the tree is planned for 24th 
November. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Kevin Gilderson and Esso 
 
Cllr Butler raised the question as to whether a religious carol service was suitable or whether a 
carol sing-a-long would be preferred. Cllr Marsh stated that he thought it would be a shame not 
to have more than just a few carols. It does not need to be a full service, just a blessing of the 
tree and a few suitable words. 
 
ACTION: Cllr Murphy agreed to speak to Reverend Parsons of St Nicholas Church, Ingrave 
ACTION: Cllr Davis agreed to speak to Mr Hibbard of St Andrews Church, Herongate 
 
Cllr Murphy suggested that on the evening a walk through the village could be arranged, 
collecting money for a charity. 
 
It was suggested that a competition could be held at the School Christmas Bazaar on 4th 
December for a child to switch on the tree lights on the evening. 
 
Cllr Murphy proposed Saturday 11th December as a suitable date for the event. 
 
8.45pm Meeting closed.  
Members of the public expressed opinions on the proposed date and concerns about children 
walking through the village. The suggestion was also made that estate agents could be 
approached to sponsor advertising boards. 
8.49pm Meeting re-opened 
 
04/240  VILLAGE APPRAISAL 
Ingrave Pond: 
Cllr Marsh stated that he was pleased with the responses which had been received following the 
article in the Parish Council Newsletter. A summary of the responses was read out. Cllr Marsh 
suggested that Dave Biggden of Countryside Management Services should be approached for 
advice on how to manage the pond, in light of the responses and the Council should move to 
managing the site from the New Year. 
 
Cllr Gunn stated that he was interested I the pond because of its close proximity to his home. 
Enquired whether a designer could be involved to give a plan for the area. He commented that 
Cllr Marsh has put in a lot of time and effort to the area but it remains as it was 5 years ago. 
 
Cllr Marsh responded that a designer will make it the same as any area they get involve with. 
Need to take advice on how to maintain it based on the views of residents. This approach would 
create a tailor-made management scheme for the pond and surrounding area. He continued 
stating that Countryside Management Services would come annually to ensure that the plan in 



being maintained. The filtration bed is in need of repair as it is no longer doing the job for 
which it was intended. Dave Biggden will be ale to suggest possible sources of funding. 
 
Cllr Gunn commented that he had been informed that the duck platform had been removed from 
the pond, and managed to rescue it from the skip. Villagers are concerned that the ducks no 
longer have a safe platform at night and are at risk from foxes. 
 
ACTION: Cllr Marsh to source a pallet and replace it from Dave Biggden. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Davis   Seconded: Cllr Murphy 
 
Park Lane Common 
Cllr Davis stated that the area will be rotavated in the Spring and then set with wild flowers. 
Brentwood Borough Council have recently cleared it to some extent. Cllr Davis enquired as to 
whether the tree canopy could be lifted? 
 
Cllr Marsh stated that permission would need to be obtained from Brentwood Borough Council 
as it is either a conservation area or the trees will be protected in some way. 
 
Trees surrounding Herongate Village Hall: 
Cllr Davis stated that the trees are now intruding and damaging the village hall. Cllr Murphy 
agreed that the area needs to be tidied up. 
 
It was agreed that permission would need to be gained from Lord Petre, and permission 
obtained from Brentwood Borough Council as the trees will either be subject to preservation 
orders, or situated in the Conservation Area. 
 
ACTION: Cllr Marsh to complete necessary forms to gain necessary permission from 
Brentwood Borough Council 
ACTION: Cllr S. Theobald to contact Lord Petre 
 
Cllr Bianek will speak to Mrs Enid Booth, trustee of the hall, regarding the ownership of the 
land which surrounds the village hall. 
 
ACTION: Cllr Bianek to speak to Mrs Booth 
 
Notice Boards: 
Cllr Bianek circulated a brochure of notice boards; suggesting one made of oak with 
strengthened glass and the Parish Council’s name on the top. He then proposed that this should 
be purchased immediately. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Bianek   Seconded: Cllr Gunn 
 
Cllr Theobald enquired whether grants could be sought to help towards the cost. 
ACTION: Clerk to investigate possible sources of funding 
 
Litter Bins: 
Permission has been granted by Lord Petre for a bin to be position on Peartrees Green. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to arrange with Brentwood Borough Council for the bin to be sited. 
 
Thorndon Park South Car Park: 
Cllr Bayless informed the Council that Brentwood Borough Council were opposing the Essex 
County Council charging scheme in the car park and suggested that the Parish Council support 
BBC in this matter. The principle objection being that villagers should not have to pay to use 
the park if they have to get there by car. 



 
Cllr S. Theobald explained that Essex County Council have to generate money to look after the 
parks and so are having to enforce such charging schemes to ensure viability. 
 
Cllr Butler agreed with Cllr Bayless and commented that it is just another tax on car users. 
 
Cllr Marsh enquired as to why wouldn’t everyone in Essex be allowed to park for free, as it is 
an Essex County Council facility? 
 
Cllr Murphy suggested that residents should be able to buy an annual permit at the reduced 
amount. Cllr S. Theobald replied that such a permit is available for £26 per year. 
 
Cllr Bayless proposed that a letter of support was sent to Brentwood Borough Council. 
 
In favour: four   Against: five   Motion not carried 
 
Closure of St Nicholas’ Churchyard: 
Cllr Butler stated that he has not held a meeting yet as Michael Golding needs to speak to 
another person. He requested that the Clerk write to Clerk of the Parochial Church Council to 
arrange a meeting with representatives of the Parish Council. 
 
ACTION: Clerk to write to PCC Clerk 
 
Cllr Davis commented that if the churchyard is closed Brentwood Borough Council would take 
on the maintenance of the land. 
 
Cllr Marsh commented that a piece in the press recently had stated that the Home Office is 
against any closure of churchyards if there is still room for burials. 
 
The Clerk advised the Parish Council to gain factual information and professional advice in 
light of the sensitive nature of this issue. Cllr Marsh responded that if a meeting is arranged then 
facts will be presented on which professional advice can then be gained. 
 
04/241  FURTHER PARISH MATTERS 
Cllr Bianek stated that as it was the last Saturday of the month the Parish Council Surgery is to 
be held and requested councillors to volunteer to attend.  
 
Cllrs Murphy, Bayless and Gunn agreed to be present for the Surgery on Saturday 30th October. 
 
Cllr Davis requested that the Clerk write a letter to Essex Police regarding the lack of presence 
in the villages. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Davis   Seconded: Cllr Bianek 
 
ACTION: In conjunction with Cllr Gunn, Clerk to write to Essex Police 
 
04/242  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Tuesday 23rd Nov. ‘04 at St Nicholas Church Hall at 7.15pm. 
 
Meeting Closed at 9.36pm 
 
 
Signed (Chairman)……..…..…..………..………….…..Date………………………..….…… 


