
HERONGATE AND INGRAVE PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Clerk –Helen Lunnon 

62, Billericay Road, Herongate, Brentwood CM13 3SB Tel: 01277 812690  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HERONGATE AND INGRAVE 
 PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON TUESDAY 23rd November 2004 AT 7.15 PM AT  

ST NICHOLAS CHURCH HALL, INGRAVE, BRENTWOOD, ESSEX. 
 

In the Chair: Cllr. Bianek 
Present: Cllrs. Bayless, Butler, Davis, Gunn, Marsh, K. Theobald and S. 

Theobald 
Also attending: 11 members of the public  
 
7.15 p.m. Public Forum 
 
Mrs C. Nottedge, of 38 Middle Road, Ingrave, stated that she rents an allotment in Middle Road 
Ingrave from Brentwood Borough Council. Recently groups of young people have been meeting 
at the site in cars, revving the engines, shouting, leaving significant amounts of litter, and 
causing disturbance. There has also been evidence of cannabis taking on the site. As yet there 
has been no damage inflicted on the allotments themselves, as these people generally congregate 
in the car park area. Mrs Nottedge requested a gate to be erected at the allotments to enable 
security and deter such activity. She has spoken to Brentwood Borough Council about the 
matter, and they state that the Ingrave Allotment site is one of only two in the Borough which 
aren’t secure. 
 
Cllr Davis stated that he had spoken to the police about the problem and the village beat officer 
should be visiting the site. 
 
Cllr Bayless commented that the site is a prime target for travellers to locate on and a gate 
would also reduce the possibility of this situation arising. 
 
Cllr S. Theobald asked why Brentwood Borough Council would not erect a gate in line with 
other allotments in the Borough. Mrs Nottedge responded that Brentwood Borough Council 
have stated that the cost is prohibitive, especially as the problem directly effects such a small 
number of people, and no other complaints have been received. 
 
Cllr Bianek commented that the Parish Council is trying to find out definitively who owns the 
allotments, as it is a matter which the Parish Council is very interested in. 
 
Cllr Gunn commented that in relation to the problem of young people causing disturbance on 
the site, the Parish Council should write to the Police Inspector at Brentwood Police informing 
them of the situation. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Brentwood Police 
 
Cllr K. Theobald suggested that whilst the Parish Council is investigating the ownership of the 
allotments, that the Clerk writes to Brentwood Borough Council requesting the erection of a 
gate. 
 
Proposed: Cllr K. Theobald 
Seconded: Cllr Bianek 
ACTION: Clerk to request Brentwood Council to install 5-bar gate with pad lock and keys. 
 
Meeting opened at 7.29pm 



 
04/243  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None 
 
04/244  MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
The minutes of 27th October 2004, having been previously circulated, were signed as a true 
record of events. 
 
Proposed: Cllr Bayless  Seconded: Cllr Davis 
 
04/245  DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
There were no Declarations of Interest expressed. 
 
04/246  VILLAGE APPRAISAL MEETING 
The Clerk stated that she has spoken to Michelle Pye, of RCCE, and that 7pm on Monday 31st 
January 2005 was suggested for the meeting. All Councillors gave their agreement to this 
suggestion and the Clerk was instructed to make the necessary arrangements including the 
booking of Ingrave Johnstone School. 
ACTION: Clerk to book Ingrave School and make a flyer to be distributed to all households in 
the villages. 
 
04/247  MEMORIAL BENCH 
Cllr S. Theobald has obtained details of a suitable bench. 
 
Cllr K. Theobald has spoken to the Planning Department and Highways Department and there 
are no issues with the bench being positioned on Park Lane Common as previously agreed. Cllr 
K. Theobald has also spoken to Kevin Gilderson at Brentwood Borough Council, who is 
responsible for maintaining public green areas in the Borough. Mr Gilderson has expressed no 
concerns regarding the positioning of the bench. 
 
04/248  VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE AND CAROL EVENING 
Cllr Marsh stated that the tree has been delivered. Permission has been granted by Brentwood 
Borough Council to erect the tree on the cricket green. The concrete block has been placed in 
the ground and it is expected that the tree will be erected mid next week. Lights for the tree have 
been requested on loan from Brentwood Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Gunn suggested that the Parish Council purchases a set of lights. Cllr Marsh agreed in 
principle but suggests that LED lights would be the best option and currently the cost is 
prohibitive. Cllr Marsh suggested that the Parish Council should wait for the price to fall before 
purchasing lights. 
 
Cllr Marsh stated that he had spoken to the Headteacher at Ingrave Johnstone School regarding 
a child being able to switch on the Christmas tree lights. It was agreed that the School would run 
a competition during the Christmas Bazaar on 4th December. 
 
It was agreed that the event would take place on Saturday 11th December, from 5pm with carols 
beginning at 5.30pm. 
 
Cllr Davis agreed to speak to Mr Hibbard regarding musicians to accompany the carol singing. 
Cllr Butler suggested that Horace Stone was approached to see if a few members of his band 
would be able to play along with the carols as well. Cllr Marsh suggested that the minister 
would perhaps be able to give guidance on the carols to be sung. 
 
 



7.40pm Meeting Closed 
Mrs Pat Cook, a member of the Mothers Union, offered carol sheets used by the Mothers Union. 
This was gratefully accepted and arrangements are to be made between Mrs Cook and the 
Clerk. 
 
7.45pm Meeting Opened 
 
Cllrs Bianek and Marsh will speak to Cllr Murphy regarding the provision of refreshments. 
 
Cllr Marsh stated that the biggest problem to be sorted out is the power supply for the Christmas 
tree lights. 
 
7.47pm Meeting Closed 
 
A member of the public made suggestions regarding the electrical supply for the Christmas 
Tree. Further discussion will be had with Cllrs Davis and Marsh to sort out this issue. 
 
7.49pm Meeting Opened 
 
Cllr Bianek enquired whether the Parish Council is insured for the event. Cllr Marsh responded 
that the necessary insurance is in place. 
 

   04/249  CORRESPONDENCE 
A full list of correspondence received by the Clerk was circulated to all present. The Clerk 
highlighted the following items: 
• 
• 

• 

Street lighting in the lane by the school is now operational 
Mr McCready has written to the Parish Council in support of the Parish election, in 
response to the article in the Newsletter 
Mr Harman has written to the Parish Council stating that footpath 162 is dangerous and 
needs to be repaired. The Clerk has written to Brentwood Borough Council regarding this 
matter. 

 
04/250  PLANNING 
A list of all planning applications affecting Herongate and Ingrave was circulated. The Clerk 
informed the Parish Council that since the list was complied the following applications have 
been approved: 
BRW/986/2004 & LB/BRW/59/2004 Thorndon Hall, Ingrave 
BRW/889/2004 90 Billericay Road 
 
BRW/1138/2004 was discussed following enquiries by Cllr S Theobald. Objections to the 
access onto Brentwood Road were expressed and noted. 
 
The Clerk also made the Parish Council aware of the ongoing Appeal at Fairview, Blind Lane, 
Herongate as the date of the Appeal has now been set. 
 
04/251  FINANCE 
 
Bank Account Update: 
Cllr Marsh reported the following: 
Reserve Account: £22332  Current Account: £15879 
Cllr Marsh stated that he is looking to change the Reserve Account as 30 days notice prior to 
withdrawal is required if the higher rate of interest is not to be lost. Cllr Marsh is awaiting 



advice from the Business Manager regarding the best option available. In the meantime Cllr 
Marsh has transferred enough money to cover forthcoming expenditure. 
 
Budget 2005/06: 
Cllr Bianek has asked all councillors for proposals for projects. 
 
Herongate Village Hall has been suggested by Cllr Gunn and Cllr Davis and supported by a 
number of other councillors. A survey has been carried out and the report should be with the 
Clerk by the end of the week. This is to be copied and circulate to all Councillors. 
ACTION: Clerk to copy and circulate survey report 
 
Cllr Bianek as obtained a copy of the title deed and has spoken to Mrs Booth, Trustee of the 
Village Hall. Mrs Booth has stated that she is willing to enter into discussions regarding the 
future of the hall. Cllr Bianek requested that Cllr Davis work up a full proposal and feasibility 
study once the survey report has been received. Cllr Marsh is working on getting quotations 
regarding works to trees around the Village Hall, and details of necessary consent from 
Brentwood Borough Council. 
 
Cllr Davis also expressed that he wishes to see Ingrave Pond sorted out. Cllr Marsh responded 
that this was already in hand, and that he is awaiting advice and recommendations from Dave 
Biggden. 
 
Cllrs Marsh and Davis went on to discuss the situation at Park Lane Common and agreed to 
meet at the site to see what needs to be done, and what formal applications need to be made to 
Brentwood Borough Council. 
 
Ingrave Allotments are also of interest as a potential project for the Parish Council. Cllr Marsh 
believes that allotments are a Parish Council function and where a Parish Council exists the 
Borough Council should hand them over to the Parish. Cllr Marsh agreed to speak to the legal 
department at Brentwood Borough Council regarding this matter. ACTION: Cllr Marsh to 
contact Brentwood Borough Council 
 
 
St Nicholas Churchyard is still being pursued by Cllr Butler. A meeting with the PCC has 
been requested, but will not occur until well into the New Year. 
 
Cllr Butler expressed an interest in the traffic safety mirror positioned opposite Cricketers Row 
as a short-term project for the Parish Council. It was suggested that maintenance could be taken 
over by the Parish Council. Cllr Davis agreed with this suggestion. 
 
A Village Youth Club was put forward as a long term project by Cllr K Theobald. No 
responses have been received from the article in the Newsletter. As a youth club would be a 
longer-term project, Cllr K Theobald suggested that a basketball court could be set up next to 
the Playing Field. In the short term this would develop enthusiasm for getting a youth club up 
and running. 
 
Cllr Marsh stated that skateboarders use the school playground which the Headmaster cannot 
allow due to insurance and liability issues. Perhaps a skate park could be set up to relieve this 
problem. Cllr K Theobald stated that this would be a very expensive option, but a basketball 
court could be used for a variety of activities, not just basketball. Cllr Bianek requested that Cllr 
K. Theobald work up a full proposal with costings and permissions required. 
 
04/252  TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT 



Billericay Road: 
Cllr Gunn stated that Brentwood Borough Council had discussed the proposal at the 
Environmental Committee Meeting and had resolved to act in accordance with the Parish 
Council’s proposal. An approximate cost of £2000 has been suggested, and details of the 
scheme will be agreed in sue course with the Parish Council 
 
Community Transport Scheme: 
Cllr Davis suggested that the Parish Council joins the scheme for the annual fee of £10. A 
number of villages put on bus services for villagers and Cllr Davis would like to see a similar 
scheme set up in Herongate and Ingrave for people who cannot get around easily. Cllr Bianek 
requested that Cllr Davis put together a fully detailed proposal, including costings, to present to 
the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Davis also stated that he has attended an Essex County Council meeting regarding 
transport. At the meeting he was able to express the view that the Brentwood area is under 
served by public transport, especially buses. 
 
04/253  VILLAGE APPRAISAL 
Ingrave Pond: Cllr Marsh is awaiting response and recommendations from Dave Biggden 
 
Park Lane Common: Cllr Davis stated that some garden rubbish has been dumped on the site. 
Cllr Marsh and Davis to meet at the site to discuss necessary works to improve the area, 
especially overhanging trees close to the boundary. 
 
Notice Boards: Cllrs Bianek and S Theobald have completed the order form for two notice 
boards. The Clerk is to formally place the order. ACTION: Clerk to order notice boards 
 
Access to Parish Council Office: Cllr Bianek has spoken to Mrs Enid Booth, Trustee of the 
Museum. Mrs Booth agreed to speak to the owner of the surrounding land regarding the 
clearing of rubbish and vehicles which block access to the building. It was agreed that it was the 
responsibility of the Preservation Society to make arrangements with Mr Laurie (owner of the 
land) as it is between these two parties that the contractual agreement regarding access exists. 
Cllr Marsh feels strongly that the situation needs to be sorted out, especially as the Parish 
Council holds public surgeries in the building and would be liable for any accidents that 
occurred during such times. Cllr Marsh stated that he feels the Parish Council could help the 
Preservation Society financial to get the work done. Cllr Marsh agreed to speak to Mr John 
Milton and Cllr Ken Wright regarding the previously mentioned Village Committee money 
which could be made available for this purpose. ACTION: Cllr Marsh to speak to Mr Milton 
and Cllr Wright 
 
Closure of St Nicholas’ Churchyard: Cllr Butler has received a letter from the Archdeacon 
stating that the Parish Council’s comments have been noted and that the Archdeacon will write 
to the PCC to clarify the current situation. 
 
04/254  FURTHER PARISH MATTERS 
Cllr Bayless enquired as to the position regarding the litterbin to be positioned on Peartrees 
Green. The Clerk stated that the bin has been requested from Brentwood Borough Council but 
no response has yet been received. 
 
Cllr Bianek requested a volunteer to join him for the end of month Parish Council Surgery. Cllr 
Marsh agreed to this. 
 



Cllr Gunn requested that following the survey of the Village Hall, councillors should consider 
what they would want to see as the end result of any works to the building. What would they 
like the Village Hall to be used for etc? 
 
Cllr S. Theobald requested that the Clerk write to Brentwood Borough Council for a concrete 
pad to be created on which the memorial bench can be sited on Park Lane Common, and place 
the order for the selected bench. 
ACTION: Clerk to write to Richard Hearne, Highways Department and order bench 
 
Cllr S. Theobald stated that he had contact Billericay Round Table with regard the planning the 
Donkey Derby Summer Event. JANUARY AGENDA ITEM 
 
Cllr Bianek proposed that the Council accept the list of meeting dates for 2005 complied by the 
Clerk. 
Proposed: Cllr Bianek   Seconded: Cllr Davis 
 
04/255  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  
Wed. 15th Dec. ‘04 at Herongate Methodist Hall, at 7.15pm. 
 
Meeting Closed at 8.40pm 
 
 
Signed (Chairman)……..…..…..………..………….…..Date………………………..….…… 
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